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O/IT Comments on... 





Return of Import Certificates 


Various questions recently have been 
raised regarding the return of the un- 
used portion of the Swiss blue import 
certificate and the import certificate is- 
sued by the 10 Western European coun- 
tries participating in the IC/DV_proce- 
dure. 

In general, documents submitted in 
support of an application for an indi- 
vidual export license will not be re- 
turned to the applicant or his great 
agent except under certain circum- 
stances. 

Last fall, in connection with the 
IC/DV program, OIT announced the 
establishment of a procedure for effect- 
ing the return to exporters of used or 
partially used import certificates filed 
with OIT. This procedure, which is set 
forth in note No. 5 following section 
373.34(c) of the Comprehensive Export 
Schedule, may be applied to the Swiss 
blue import certificate as well as to im- 
port certificates issued pursuant to the 
IC/DV procedure. 

Three typical situations are involved 
in this procedure, as follows: 

@ If the U. S. exporter submits an 
import certificate or Swiss blue import 
certificate covering a quantity in excess 
of the quantity shown on the export- 
license application, OIT will assume 
that subsequent applications will be 
submitted against the appropriate cer- 
tificates unless the exporter requests in 
writing the return of such documents. 

@ OIT will automatically return the 
applicable import certificate or Swiss 
blue import certificate to the U. S. ex- 
porter (applicant), if the application 


for export covers the same type and 
amount of the commodity as _ that 
shown on the document, but such ap- 
plication is rejected or is approved in a 
reduced quantity. Appropriate nota- 
tion showing the balance, if any, will be 
made on the document by OIT. 


@ In case the U. S. exporter does not 
intend to ship the total quantity of 
commodities for which a license has 
been issued and desires the return of 
either the import certificate submitted 
in accordance with the IC/DV proce- 
dure or the Swiss blue import certifi- 
cate, he should submit his request in 
writing. In addition, he should request 
that his license be canceled or amended 
to reduce the quantity which he in- 
tends to ship. 

If the license has been deposited with 
a Collector of Customs, the exporter 
may request the Collector to return the 
license to OIT for cancelation of the 
unused portion. 

When asking for the return of either 
the Swiss blue import certificate or the 
import certificate used by other West- 
ern European countries, the exporter 
should include the following informa- 
tion: The name and address of the con- 
signee; the applicable OIT case num- 
ber; the import certificate or Swiss blue 
import certificate number; and a state- 
ment that the document will not be 
used in connection with a new or re- 
submitted application for export. 

OIT will make appropriate notation 
showing the balance remaining on the 
above-mentioned documents and return 
them to the exporter. 


Comprehensive Export Schedule Revised 


The 1953 revision of the Comprehen- 
sive Export Schedule is expected to be 
ready for distribution soon after 
March 31. 

This year, for the first time, divider 
cards are being inserted as separations 
for the various parts of this publication. 
OIT believes that this change will 
greatly facilitate reference to the Com- 
prehensive and will permit the easier 
insertion of reprint pages. 


Exporters are reminded that their 


subscriptions to the Comprehensive Ex- 
port Schedule expire March 31, and 
that if they desire to continue receiv- 
ing this export control regulations serv- 
ice, it will be necessary to renew their 
subscriptions in sufficient time for 
processing before their current ‘sub- 
scriptions expire. 

Subscription rates in the United 
States of $7.50 per year; foreign sub- 
scriptions are $9.50. This price includes 
the amending Current Export Bulletins 
which keep the Comprehensive up-to- 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


— 





Decline in Exports Marked 








Italian Foreign Trade Deficit Large 


Two major factors highlighted Italian foreign:trade in 1952— 
the large deficit and the marked decline in Italian exports. 

The Italian trade deficit in the first 9 months of 1952 approximated 
$720 million, which is at an annual rate of almost $1 billion as compared 
with the trade deficit of $489 million for 1951. Although this trade gap 


was due in some measure to an in- 
crease in Italian imports, it resulted 
primarily from the sharp drop of ex- 
ports to the sterling and French franc 
areas, which had intensified their quan- 
titative import restrictions early in 1952 
for balance-of-payments reasons. 


The restrictions fell heavily on Italian 
exports, as these consist in considerable 
part of goods, such as textiles, which 
annem ees Ou OY 

This article is based on reports from 
the Mutual Security Agency Mission 
and the American Embassy in Rome. 
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are regarded by many countries as less 
essential and which are among the first 
to be restricted when countries get into 
payments difficulties. 

Italian imports appear to be stabiliz- 
ing at around $180 to $190 million a 
month, which is roughly the monthly 
average of 1951. Italian exports, how- 
ever, averaged $103 million a month in 
the third quarter of 1952, compared 
with almost $140 million a month in 
1951. 
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Textile Exports Decline 


The decline in textile exports is 
wholly attributed to the sterling and 
French franc area restrictions on im- 
ports. Italian textile exports in Janu- 
ary-August 1951 were valued at $378 
million, but fell to $178 million in Jan- 
uary-August 1952. In view of the fact 
that Italian exports account for a sig- 
hificant portion of total Italian textile 
sales, and because of the high labor con- 
tent of these items, this slump has had 
rather serious social and political conno- 
tations in Italy. In 1951 textile exports 
accounted for 35 percent of total Italian 
exports. 

Another crucial element in Italy’s 
foreign-trade situation is the agricul- 
tural protectionism practiced in Europe 
and elsewhere, even by countries with 
relatively favorable payments situa- 
tions. Inasmuch as Italy is in a strong 
competitive position relative to agri- 
cultural products, the barriers to trade 
therein prevent the country from com- 
peting for growing agricultural markets 
in Western Europe. 

The 1952 crop year was extremely 
favorable. Although aggregate exports 
of farm products have held up fairly 
well, there has been an’ overhang of 
surpluses which could have been eased 
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if Western Germany, Belgium, and the 
Netherlands had more liberal import 
policies in this field. 


Italians Urge Freer Trade 


Italian officials are convinced that 
Italy’s future in foreign trade is inti- 
mately bound up with the development 
of a wide free trading area including 
major European countries and their 
currency areas. It is for this reason that 
they are supporting so strongly inter- 
national proposals such as the OEEC 
trade liberalization program and the 
Schuman Plan program. 

Despite the fact that Italian exports 
have declined substantially during the 
period when the British and the French 
have intensified import restrictions for 
balance-of-payments reasons, the Italian 
Government has not yielded to private 
pressures to revoke its liberal import 
policy. 

Italy has freed from quantitative re- 
strictions almost 99 percent of its pri- 
vate imports from European Payments 
Union countries. (State trading ac- 
counts for less than 5 percent of Italy’s 
total imports from EPU areas.) In ad- 
dition, Italy has lowered its tariffs and 
average of 10 percent and has adhered 
totally to the OEEC common list. 

Measures To Promote Trade 


Because of the realization that Italian 
exports can best be promoted within a 
large trading area, Italian officials place 
their major trade promotion emphasis 
on trade liberalization programs. In 
addition, tax refunds are granted on 
specified exports to hard currency desti- 
nations; the Government is considering 
extending this device to additional com- 
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modities, as well as insuring against 
certain export risks. 

Italian officials are aware, however, 
that these devices can be of little as- 
sistance against import barriers or 
similar obstacles and are, therefore, re- 
luctant to engage in them on a large 
scale. They appear to be fearful that 
if such measures become widespread 


they may restrict, rather than promote, 
world trade. 


Trade With Dollar Area Rises 


Although Italy’s exports to the dollar 
area have been showing a modest but 
fairly consistent increase, Italy’s im- 
ports from the same area have tended 
to increase even more. Italy relies on 
the dollar area for large amounts of in- 
dispensable raw materials and foods, 
such as cotton, wheat, and coffee, and 
must pay dollars for a considerable pro- 
portion of its petroleum imports. 


In the recent past Italy has had to 
turn once again to the United States for 
large amounts of coal and at the pres- 
ent time finds itself forced, because of 
the Iranian crisis, to switch from 
sterling to dollar petroleum. 

The. accompanying table 1 shows 
Italy’s trade with all areas, and table 
2 shows Italy’s trade with the dollar 
area. 


Table 1.—Italian Foreign Trade With All 








Countries 
[Monthly averages in millions of dollars] 
oi ’ Trade 
Fiseal Year imports ' Exports ‘ Balance 
1950-51: 
lst quarter .... 100.7 —15.5 
2d quarter ...... 119.0 — 34 
3d quarter .. 123.4 —233.4 
4th quarter 133.2 —61.6 
1951-52: 
ist quarter 139.1 —41.2 
BA GURTCOT onc eccicecsscesesss 147.5 —26.9 
3d quarter 124.6 —69.6 
4th quarter 109.4 —90.3 
1952-53 : 
. Ss ee eee - 108.5 9.9 
August 62. 91.9 —70.7 
September oo... 188.1 108.9 —79.2 


1Imports are given in c.i.f., and exports f.o.b. 
Source: Italian Central Institute of Statisties. 


A substantial portion of Italy’s ex- 
ports to soft currency areas contain 
dollar component materials. If the 
Italians reduce this dollar liability by 
limiting such exports, it would tend to 
aggravate the problem of unemploy- 
ment. During the period in 1951 when 
Italy was accumulating credits in the 
EPU, Italian officials began limiting 
soft-currency exports of finished goods 
having large dollar contents to so-called 
traditional quantities. Now that Italy 
is running deficits in EPU, however, 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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New Zealand's Trade Position Improves 


The balance-of-payments position and general business conditions 
in New Zealand showed improvement in the final quarter of 1952. 

Beginning with October, New Zealand finally reversed the trend 
toward balance-of-payments deficits which had marked the year’s over- 
sea transactions. Although October and November showed slightly 


favorable trade balances, the accumula- 
tive deficit for the first 11 months of 
1952 was NZ£27,800,000, compared with 
a surplus of NZ£19,600,000 for the cor- 
responding period of 1951. 


The balance-of-payments position for 
the calendar year is not significantly 
indicative of trends, as it represents 
parts of two production years. The 
1952-53 season’s main export earnings 
will occur between January and June 
and, with wool prices holding firm and 
exports of dairy products and meats 
probably increasing, the New Zealand 
trade position is expected to show a 
favorable balance by the end of June. 


Volume of Sales Higher 


Many New Zealand businessmen and 
manufacturers believe that they had the 
most difficult year since the war, al- 
though there was some improvement in 
conditions during the last quarter. The 
volume of sales since September was 
running slightly higher than in the cor- 
responding period of 1951. 

Christmas trade was exceedingly good 
throughout the country. Owing to heavy 
imports earlier in the year, however, 
there was still a big backlog of many 
types of consumer goods on hand but 
traders seemed fairly confident that 
these would gradually disappear dur- 
ing 1953: New Zealand manufacturers 
perhaps felt the effects of excessive im- 
ports more than the merchants. 

Manufacturers maintained that the 
freeing of many lines of merchandise 
from import controls in 1951 so glutted 
the market that many industries had 
to curtail operations. However, it ap- 
peared that the problems of the manu- 
facturing industry were more or less 
temporary, as manufacturers know that 
the Government policy is inclined toward 
protection of local industry, either 
through import licensing control or 
tariff measures. 


‘Wool Prices Continue Firm 


The most encouraging recent develop- 
ment in New Zealand has been the high- 
er prices for wool. Prices at the season’s 
opening auction at Auckland on Novem- 
ber 10 were about 25 percent higher than 
the closing prices of the 1951-52 sea- 
son. Prices have held up well at most 
of the subsequent sales and the cautious 
optimism which prevailed at the begin- 
ning of the season is giving way to a 
belief that wool prices may continue 
firm throughout the season. 

The average weighted price obtained 
up to the end of December was about 
43d. ($0.50) a pound. Wiien the Reserve 
Bank estimated a few months ago that 
New Zealand's oversea trade would be 
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in balance for 1952-53 it figured on only 
30d. a pound as the average price for 
the current season’s. clip. The 1952-53 
wool clip is expected to exceed last sea- 
son’s record of 407,000,000 pounds by 
8,000,000 pounds or more. ; 


Dairy and Meat Output Rises 

Butterfat processed during the 4 
months ended October 31 totaled 146,- 
000,000 pounds, the highest on record 
for the corresponding period in any pre- 
vious year and well above the average 
for the past five seasons. Meat produc- 
tion was running higher than in the 
1951-52 season and total production for 
the year was estimated at 575,000 long 
tons, which is close to that for the record 
year 1949-50. Meat exports for the cur- 
rent season may reach the highest ton- 
nage in the Dominion’s history. 

The drive toward increasing primary 
production has gained considerable im- 
petus during recent months, The key 
factor is to expand the use of fhosphates 
as rapidly as supplies can be obtained. 
Consideration is also being given to fur- 
ther use of Government-controlled sta- 
bilization account funds for financing 
projects and enterprises which will con- 


Dwelling Units To Be 
Increased in Sweden 


The Swedish Government has an- 
nounced that permits will be granted 
in 1953 for the production of 53,000 
dwelling units, an increase of 7,000, or 
15 percent, over the number permitted 
in 1952. 

This increase conforms to the 1951- 
55 program to overcome the post-war 
housing shortage. An annual production 
of 60,000 dwelling units has been con- 
sidered necessary to bring the hous- 
ing situation under control, but the 
domestic economic situation has pre- 
vented the realization of this program in 
the past. 


It is anticipated, however, that the 
60,000-unit level will be realized in 1954. 

Construction of industrial buildings in 
1953 is to remain at the 1952 level, 
which represents an investment of 200 
million crowns. The erection of build- 
ings for the State Railways and the 
Postal Authorities, and the construc- 
tion of Government power plants, hos- 
pitals, and schools, on the other hand, 
will be increased by about 10 percent 
over 1952. This will represent an invest- 
ment of 1,100 million crowns for public 
account.—Emb., Stockholm. 





tribute directly to the expansion of pri- 
mary production. 


Consumer Prices Increase 


The outlook for the leveling off of 
prices in New Zealand was not bright. 
Although figures for the final quarter 
of 1952 were not available early in Jan- 
uary, it appeared probable that the 
cost-of-living index had risen above the 
level of the third quarter, owing to high. 
er prices for some foods and gasoline 
and increased rates for postal, telegraph, 
and telephone services, It has been an- 
nounced that the cost of electricity to 
local bodies will be increased early in 
1953 and passed on to consumers. 


The costs of imported goods and ma. 
terials are still rising and these are re. 
flected in the internal price structure, 
The prices which New Zealand obtaing 
for primary products have not kept pace 
with world prices because of fixed priceg 
under long-term contracts with the Unit. 
ed Kingdom for meat and dairy prod. 
ucts. Increased export prices for meat 
and dairy products result in higher do. 
mestic prices of these commodities, ex. 
cept for butter, which is subsidized. Un. 
der these conditions, labor is pressing 
for higher wages which are likely to be 
approved.—Emb., Wellington. 





Uruguay Proposing To 


Raise Power Capacity 


An electrical expansion program for 
Uruguay has been forwarded to the 
Legislature for consideration. 


The program calls for the construc- 
tion of a new 87,000-kw. hydroelectric 
plant on the Negro River, a 50,000-kw. 
expansion of the capacity of the Monte- 
video thermoelectric power plant, and 
further extension and improvement of 
the nation’s power distribution system, 
The cost would be 165,000,000 pesos. 


The electric power situation in Uru- 
guay is serious. During the past 10 
years electric power consumption has 
more than doubled. In the next 10 
years it is estimated that consumption 
will increase over two and one-half 
times. 

The country had numerous dimouts 
and blackouts in the past winter, be- 
cause of power failures. Overloading of 
old equipment resulted in many explo- 
sions and fires in transformer stations 
throughout the country. 

The proposed program is only part of 
the solution to the inadequacy of 
power production and distribution fa- 
cilities. Planning continues for the 
hydroelectric development of the Uru- 
guay River to be carried out jointly 
with Argentina. 

An earlier expansion plan financed by 
an International Bank loan of 1950 
appears to be well under way after 
repeated delays in awarding contracts. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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eench Trade ldvonces 
But Position Serious 


Total imports into France in the first 
fi months of 1952 amounted to 1,136.4 
billion francs (about $3.2 billion), but 
total exports reached only $741.2 billion 


francs (about $2.1 billion), reports one 
of the leading French business maga- 


_ gines. 


[he balance-of-trade~ deficit amount- 
ing to 395.2 billion francs (about $1.1 
billion) exceeded the deficit of 339 bil- 
lion francs or $968 million in the year 
1951. 

Since August 1952 the French trade 
deficit has been shrinking. In October 
and November French exports regis- 
tered a significant upward swing. On a 
commodity basis, particularly important 
were increases in exports of wines, 
machines and apparatus, and- base 
metals. 

Since August 1952, however, imports 
also have been increasing, although at a 
slower pace, owing primarily to larger 
purchases of cereals, industrial food- 
stuffs, textile raw materials, and trans- 
‘portation materials. 


Despite recent improvements, the 
French foreign trade position remains 
serious. The average monthly trade 
deficit, which in 1951 was 28.3 billion 
francs, rose to 35.9 billion francs in 
1952. 

In the table below are given French 
imports and exports for the period 
January-November 1952, by month and 
the 1951 monthly averages. 


{Value in billion francs] 


Period Imports Exports Deficit 
| TTT, hs 933.3 339.0 
Monthly average .... 106.0 77.7 28.3 
1952: 
ICTY <occouctanocecest ae 125.1 67.5 57.6 
CS Ee 148.1 70.5 77.6 
EE eae ae ~ 111.3 65.7 45.6 
SIN decidauidhenbenssocenete - 114.8 67.2 47.6 
EE eee ae 97.8 66.8 31.0 
I pai nrincatnantnonacvon on 108.9 69.6 39.3 
ES z 94.2 63.6 30.6 
I di cdhiccesicediadoen 80.3 65.1 15.2 
September  .iccccccscesee 84.1 62.8 21.3 
MPOCODET ....cccccsecscsceesie 85.6 70.4, 15.2 
November ................ 86.2 72.0 14.2 


Monthly average for 
first 11 months.... 103.3 67.3 35.9 





Power Station in England 
To Be Europe's Largest 


A power station which is to be built 
at Castle Donington, near Derby, Eng- 
land, is expected to be the largest in 

pe. It is hoped that the plant will 
be operating by 1955 or early 1956. 

Equipment will be of a revolutionary 
design and will give the new station a 
potential output of 600,000 kw. The 
total cost of the station is expected to 
be between £30,000,000 and £35,000,000. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Uruguayan Wool Moves Rapidly; 
Meat Packing Problems Unsolve 


An atmosphere of optimism was evident in Uruguayan commercial 


circles as the year 1952 ended. 


Retail trade was at a high level during December, merchants re- 
porting the heaviest volume of business in years as Christmas ap- 
proached. Wool moved at an accelerated pace. Ample rainfall was bene- 


ficial to wheat, flaxseed, and sunflower 
plantings, and it is believed that wheat 
yields in particular will exceed earlier 
estimates. 

On the otifer hand, problems in the 
meat packing industry remained un- 
solved, and the outlook for the tourist 
season was not encouraging. 


More than 70,000 bales of wool of 
around 1,050 pounds each were de- 
clared for export between October 1, 
the beginning of the wool year, and 
December 20. Of this amount, however, 
only 20,000 bales moved to the dollar 
area, the balance going to European 
destinations. During the same period, 
an additional 20,000 bales of wool tops 
were declared for export, 7,170 bales 
going to the United States and the 
remainder to Europe. 


The signing of the Argentine-United 
Kingdom Meat Contract contributed to 
the general optimism, inasmuch as 
Uruguay’s meat sales to the United 
Kingdom are traditionally pegged to 
the base price stipulated in the Anglo- 
Argentine contract. The price agreed 
upon in the latter contract was £161 
a long ton of chiller type frozen beef, 
an increase of £35 over the price in the 
prior contract. It is anticipated that 
firial negotiations on the Uruguayan- 
Anglo contract will be initiated before 
long. 

Meat Packing Plants Idle 


The general note of optimism, how- 
ever, did not extend to the meat pack- 
ing industry. The private packing plants 
continued inactive in December for the 
fourth consecutive month and their prob- 
lems appeared no closer to solution. 

The packers contend that they can- 
not finance further operations until 
back subsidy payments are made by 
the Government. Some unrest was 
evident in the packing house workers’ 
residential district as workers continued 
idle. 

Meanwhile, excellent pasturage pro- 
duced ample stocks of cattle ready for 
markets. However, full slaughtering 


‘ operations cannot be realized if the 


private plants remain idle even if the 
State-owned plant should go into a full 
24-hour production schedule as reported 
in local trade circles. 


Trade Deficit Reduced 
The .Government’s  balance-of-trade 
position showed a distinct improve- 


ment during November and December. 
According to information from the Bank 


‘of the Republic, its purchases of ex- 





change, representing value of exports, 
amounted to the equivalent of $205,200,- 
000 as of November 30, while sales of 
exchange representing imports amount- 
ed to an equivalent of $217,300,000. 


Thus the trade deficit which amounted 
to $62,400,000 on March 31 and to 


_ $38,600,000 on September 30 had been 


reduced to only $12,100,000 as of No- 
vember 30, principally as a result of the 
Government’s policy of restricting the 
importation of all but the most urgent 
necessities. Despite curtailment of im- 
ports, inventories appeared normal, few 
shortages being evident although the 
prices of many luxury goods advanced 
sharply. 


Tourist Trade Inactive 


The outlook for the financial success 
of the current tourist season did not 
appear hopeful. Travel between Uru- 
guay and Argentina continued to be 
severely restricted by the latter, al- 
though there was some hope that such 
restrictions might be relaxed in the 
near future. Meanwhile efforts were 


being made to stimulate the travel of ° 


Brazilians to Uruguayan «beaches and 
a plan for week-end showings of foreign 
films in Punta del Este, Uruguay’s 
leading beach resort, was being dis- 
cussed. ° 


The Victoria Plaza, a new 400-room 
hotel was opened in Montevideo in time 
for the Christmas season. Although its 
opening was threatened by a labor dis- 
pute, this was settled at least tempo- 
rarily and the hotel was_ reportedly 
booked solidly through February.—Emb. 
Montevideo. 





Electricity Use in Greece 
Again Being Restricted 


Power from the Aliveri thermoelectric 
station in Greece will not be available 
until after April 1953, and power pro- 
duction in the capital area this winter 
was expected to fall short of require- 
ments. Restrictions on electricity con- 
sumption introduced in 1951 again be- 


came effective December 1, 1952. 


To alleviate the situation, two Diesel 
units of 1,000 kw. each were put into 
operation by Athens-Piraeus Electricity 
Co., and two others were expected to 
function shortly. A further 3,000-kw. 


_ Steam turbine was expected to supply 


current to Athens by January 1953. 
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Economic Position of Argentina 
Is Strengthened at End of 1952 


Some degree of general improvement in Argentina’s economic 
position is expected now that increased agricultural production for the 


1952-53 crop is assured. 


Domestic industry was in a state of decline until late in the fourth 
quarter of 1952 when there was a slight upturn attributed to optimism 


over the coming crop and the announce- 
ment of the second Five Year Plan. The 
decline was caused by dwindling sup- 
plies of raw materials and machinery 
spare parts, insufficient working capi- 
tal, and decreasing consumer demand. 

The trend of industrial and commer- 
cial profits continued downward dur- 
ing the quarter, but farmer’s income 
improved. 

It was believed that if exports would 
begin moving promptly there would be 
a moderate pickup in business during 
the first quarter of 1953 and further im- 
provement in the second quarter as in- 
dustry would begin replenishing badly 
needed raw materials and supplies. 


Industrial Production Off 


Total industrial production for the 
last quarter of'1952 is believed to have 
declined and industrial employment to 
have continued increasing, though at a 
slower pace than during the preced:ng 
quarter. The trend continued toward 
higher industrial production costs as a 
result of scarcity of materials and low 
scale of output. Resistance to price re- 
ductions for manufactured goods was 
strongly maintained despite continued 
slack consumer demand. 

The iron and steel industry got down 
to 40 percent of capacity in November, 
when the manufacture of farm imple- 
ments and building products was sus- 
pended. Output of these products was 
resumed in December, and the industry 


” stepped up. production to 50 percent of 


capacity. However, production of in- 
secticides, fertilizers, and other farm 
supplies increased to meet stepped-up 
demand from the rural areas.- 


The textile industry continued to re- 
tarct as much as possible within the 
limits permitted for efficient opera‘ion. 
To avoid excessive production costs, 
many manufacturers reluctantly in- 
ereased stocks of finished goods. Re- 
tailers buying from hand to mouth were 
able to avoid building up stocks. 

Production of consumers’ durable 
goods fell off in the face of a strong 
wave of buyer resistance, some of the 
smaller manufacturers of washing ma- 
chines, refrigerators, and radios having 
been forced to shut down completely. 

Mining activities decreased and most 
of the production that remained was a 
result of stockpiling either by producers 
or by the Argentine Trade Promotion 
Institute, the Government purchasing 
agency. Lead mining and smelting was 
almost at a standstill as a result of 
slackened building and construction ac- 
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tivities and too high an official floor 
under lead prices. 


Agricultural Cutiook Excellent 


Agricultural production “began favor- 
ably toward the end of 1952 as growing 
conditions improved and greater credit 
facilities were made available for 
financing of production and crop move- 
ment. Wheat yields were well ubove 
average, indicating a probable crop of 
at least 7 million metric tons. This 
would be the largest since 1940-41 and 
compare with only 1 million tons in 
1951. 


A record rye crop approaching 1 mil- 
lion tons appeared likely, and both 
barley’ and oats were expected to be 
near that figure. Yields of flaxseed are 
only moderate, although the crop fore- 
cast of 625,000 tons was double that of 
1951. Corn made good progress but to- 
ward the end of the last quarter was 
threatened by dry hot weather, re- 
ducing considerably the early expecta- 
tions. Reports on the new wool clip 
were favorable, showing good quaiity 
and slightly greater quantity than in 
the preceding year. 

Cattle receipts and slaughter at cen- 
tral plants improved seasonally, per- 
mitting the accumulation of exportable 
beef stocks. An ample supply of 
slaughter sheep was available, and 
stocks of frozen mutton were growing, 
as were stocks of cheese and casein. 

The lower rate of inflation in 1952 is 
attributed primarily to the much lower 
business: volume, the continued rise of 


unemployment, and the absence of @ 
general wage increase since last March. 
These factors tended to reduce avail- 
able incomes, thereby retarding the ad- 
vance of retail prices. 


The cost-of-living index for Buenos 
Aires was 610 for December (1943-- 
100), which represents a 2%2-percent de- 
cline from the preceding month and is 
attributed mainly to a decline in certain 
food prices following the marketing of 
the new crops. During the last half of 
1952, the cost of living increased by 
only 5 percent, one of the lowest rates 
of increase since 1946. 


Wage rates for industrial workers, 
the index of which was provisionally 
estimated at 602 as of December (1943 
=100), did not keep pace with the cost 
of living. Although in March 1952 there 
was a general wage increase of 34 per. 
cent for industrial workers which tem- 
porarily raised their real income, this 
gain was counteracted by subsequent 
rises in the cost of living, particularly 
in the second quarter of the year. 


Trade Deficit Cut 


Argentina’s current month-to-month 
oversea deficit, which -rose rapidly in 
1951 and most’ of 1952, appeared to 
have been arrested during the last 
quarter, especially in December. Cumu- 
latively, however, for the year as a 
whole the balance-of-payments deficit 
was some $500 million. 

The apparent end of the oversea 
deficit was accomplished only by a 
severe import limitation, which reached 
its maximum effect in October. In No- 
vember and December, imports im- 
proved considerably with the arrival of 
quantities of transportation equipment, 
agricultural implements, and machin- 
ery, much of which was shipped under 
deferred payment arrangements. 

Although total export volume reached 
the lowest level of the postwar period 
in October, shipments of wool and hides 
picked up toward the end of the year. 
Shipments abroad of meat were also 


(Continued on Page 21) 


Danish Aariculterel Exports Show Biteline 


Exports of Danish agricultural prod- 
ucts in 1952 were somewhat less in 
quantity than those in 1951, partly be- 
cause special conditions stimulated 1951 
exports. The rate of 1952 exports was 
much lower for some important items 
in the first part of the year than in 
the last 4 months. , 


Butter exports fell by 16 percent, 
from 139,500 metric tons in 1951 to 
117,000 tons in 1952; cheese exports, on 
the other hand, increased from 46,000 
tons to 54,000 tons. 

Exports of bacon and other- pork re- 
ceded from 200,000 tons in 1951 to 185,- 
000 tons in 1952; lard exports, from 
12,000 to 10,000 tons; and slaughter 
waste from 28,000 tons to 25,000 tons. 
The 1951 export rate caused a marked 
reduction in hog population. The re- 


covery in hog numbers in 1952 was 
manifested by increased pork product 
exports in the latter part of the year. 

Exports of beef, veal, and cattle for 
slaughter in 1951 reached the equivalent 
of 413,000 mature carcasses, because of 
the threat of a hoof-and-mouth disease 
epidemic; the comparable 1952 exports 
amounted to only .360,000. Exports of 
horses fell from 44,000 in 1951 to 35,- 
000 in 1952. 


Egg exports increased from 84,500 
tons in 1951 to 87,000 in 1952, but poul- 
try exports, which amounted to 9,000 
tons in 1951, are believed to have fallen 
by more than 1,000 tons in 1952. 

It is estimated that 1952 exports of 
potatoes will exceed the 78,000 tons 
exported in 1951 by as much as 50 
percent, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


— 


DO RES SOLE ~ 


AD COT oe 


AS INTO BTS he 





S 


‘is 


ler 


1ed 
iod 
des 
ar. 
‘Iso 


vas 
uct 
2ar, 

for 
lent 
> of 
ase 
orts 
; of 
35,- 


oul- 
,000 
en 


s of 


tons 
; 50 


ekly 


; 
P 
i} 


2 AE NS ROLE 


ond 


wraps B92 


“fumes, 





Swiss Economy Strong; 


Foreign Trade Good 


Economie conditions in Switzerland 
in November 1952 continued basically 
strong. Production indexes for such ex- 


port industries as cotton thread, em- 
proideries, aluminum, instruments, per- 
certain chemicals, and cheese 
held to previous high levels. 

Swiss foreign trade continued fav- 
orable, but the November export sur- 
plus amounted to only 12,500,000 Swiss 
francs (1 Swiss franc—$0.234) as com- 
pared with 46,700,000 francs in October. 
The 11-month figures for 1952 showed 
that imports were approximately 15 per- 
cent below, and exports just above, 
those for the corresponding period in 
1951. In the 1952 period exports covered 
89.7 percent of imports by value, a sub- 
stantial improvement gver 1951. 

In November the Swiss money market, 
which has been suffering from excess 


liquidity for some time, furnished funds 


totaling 200,000,000 francs for three 
foreign loans. A total of 100,000,000 
francs was advanced to the French Gov- 
ernment, a 50,000,000-franc World Bank 
issue was floated, and a 50,000,000-franc 
loan to the Belgian Government was 
oversubscribed. 


Lower Output Expected 


Swiss industry, usually very cautious, 
expects a slightly lower level of pro- 
duction in 1953. Some branches of in- 
dustry actually have slowed up activity, 
but there appear to be no signs of a 
general deflationary trend. 


The silk industry showed the largest 
production decrease in November, but 
the index did not drop below that of 
November 1951. The value index for 
watch sales fell 24 points to 211 (1938= 
100); however, seasonal influences and 
substantial watch shipments made 
earlier in 1952 in anticipation of possible 
U. S. import restrictions may explain 
the subsequent drop in sales. 


Rapid disappearance of the postwar 
housing shortage was reflected in lower 
building construction during 1952. Sub- 
stantially fewer new construction proj- 
ects were authorized—10,847 units in 
the first 10 months of 1952 as compared 
with 13,493 in the 1951 period. The 1952 
authorizations also were less than in 
1949 and 1950. 


Totally unemployed persons in No- 
vember increased seasonally to 6,295, as 
compared with 3,218 in October and 
3,301 in November 1951.—Leg., Bern. 





FERTILIZER PRODUCTION in Aus- 
tria was 30,965 metric tons of am- 
monium nitrate and 3,905 tons of 
ammonium sulfate in October 1952. Ex- 
ports of ammonium nitrate totaled 4,495 
tons during the month and went prin- 
cipally to Egypt and Portugal. 
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Prewar Public Foreign 


Representatives of the Austrian Gov- 
ernment met with representatives of 
its creditor nations in Rome from No- 
vember 24 to December 6, 1952, to dis- 
cuss proposals for the settlement of 
Austria’s prewar public foreign debt. 
The talks resulted in the drafting of 
proposed treaties which are being ex- 
amined by the Governments concerned 
to determine whether they contain the 
basis for final agreements. 

The drafts embody four basic prin- 
ciples: 

@ Austria is not liable for payments 
arising from any obligations if such pay- 
ments became due between March 13, 
1938, and May 8, 1945. 


@ Total arrears in the years 1945-53 
toward such guarantor Governments as 
have fulfilled their guaranties will be 
settled under a lump-sum agreement. 
This foresees the repayment of an 
agreed sum without interest and in in- 
creasing annual installments over a 
period of 25 years. Total payment will 
amount to about 28.5 percent of the 
actual arrears. 


@ Current service on the residues of 
loans will begin in 1954 at reduced rates 
of interest and will continue until 1980. 


@ Austrian obligations to the Caisse 





Turkey Plans Large 
Hydro Power Project 


The construction of a large hydro- 
electric.power development in the area 
of Edremit, Turkey, was recently an- 
nounced by the Iller (Provincial) Bank. 
Tentatively estimated to cost T£2 mil- 
lion, the project will have an annual 
capacity of 1.6 million kw.-hr. The 
Edremit region, situated along the 
Aegean coast, is the leading olive pro- 
ducing area of Turkey. 

Considerable activity has started 
along the Catalagzi-Bosphorus Trans- 
mission line by textile mills, paper mills, 
and cement plants to tap into the circuit 
and avail themselves of cheaper power. 

Progress on the Sariyar hydroelectric 
power project has been lagging. Ad- 
vance in the upstream end of the di- 
version tunnel continued at the rate of 
about 35 meters a month. No progress 
was registered in the downstream end, 
where a serious cave-in occurred in 
April. This delay makes mandatory 
the formulation of effective means to 
divert the water. 


The mayor of Izmir reported that he 
succeeded in obtaining loans aggre- 
gating T£11,500,000 from the Iller and 
other banks which will be used to in- 
crease the electric power facilities of 
the Izmir municipality, also to replace 
the city’s streetcars and electric trolley 
busses and to construct a tourist hotel. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
Proposals for Settlement of Austrian 


Debt Drafted 


Commune in Paris will be settled under 
a similar arrangement. It was proposed 
that special negotiations be held in 
Vienna in January 1953 concerning ob- 
ligations to bondholders of the Donau- 
Save-Adria Company. 

The Austrian Government stated offi- 
cially that the charges to be borne by 
Austria under the proposed arrange- 
ments would be tolerable. 

Prewar commitments of Austrian 
Provinees and communities, including 
loans guaranteed by them, will be set- 
tled by bilateral negotiations between 
debtors and creditors. The Rome talks 
only established the principles under 
which the Austrian Government would 
be willing to agree to the results of such 
negotiations. These principles are simi- 
lar to those contemplated for State 
debts as outlined. 





Israel Government Sharply 
Curtails Imports of Food 


The precarious foreign exchange posi- 
tion caused the Israel Government to 
cut imports of certain staple food items 
in the year October 1, 1951, to Sep- 
tember 30, 1952, below the levels of the 
preceding year. 


Whereas imports of wheat, oilseeds, 
and sugar increased somewhat, pur- 
chases abroad of other important items 
in the Israeli diet declined, despite the 
increased population. Imports of cheese 
and butter were virtually discontinued; 
imports of beef and milk powder were 
drastically curtailed; and purchases 
abroad of rice, pulses, frozen fish, and 
egg powder decreased substantially. 

Efforts of the Israel Government to 
stimulate local output of fish, poultry, 
and vegetables compensated in some 
measure for these food import cutbacks. 


U. S. Firm Gets Contract 
To Extend Taiwan Plant 


The Taiwan Power Co., has awarded 
the contract for the 40,000-kw. exten- 
sion to the Pei-Pu Steam Power Station 
near Keelung to a large American com- 
pany. The cost of the project is esti- 
mated at nearly $5,500,000. 

The present capacity of the Pei-Pu 
plant is 38,000-kw. The new extension 
will consist of four units of 10,000-kw. 
each of standard design and will be 
used for base load operation during dry 
seasons and for peaking purposes during 
the remainder of the year. 

This is the first project to receive 
the benefit of the Sino-American In- 
dustrial Guaranty. Agreement signed in 
June 1952. By this agreement, the com- 
pany is protected in the event of ex- 
propriation or nonconvertibility of part 
of the contract price. 
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Yield From Direct Taxes 
In Denmark Increases 


The yield of Danish direct taxes— 
State, communal, and equalization fund 
taxes on incomes, capital, and real 
estate—was 3,242,500,000 crowns, or 
about $470,000,000, in the tax year 
1952-53, 10.8 percent more than in the 
preceding tax year, according to pre- 
liminary statistics. 

Increases in taxation rates were few, 
and the additional yield resulted in 
large part from’ increases in the number 
of taxpayers and of taxable income. 

Taxes on corporations yielded 346,- 
100,000 crowns, compared with 293,600,- 
000 crowns in the preceding year. The 
State’s share amounted to 308,700,000 
crowns and that of the communes, 
37,400,000 crowns. The number of com- 
panies taxed increased by 122 to 5,441 
and taxable income, for regular com- 
pany income tax, rose from 722,200,000 
crowns to 858,200,000 crowns. 

The tax on company income, with 
supplement, yielded 103,000,000 crowns, 
. as compared with 89,800,000 crowns a 
year earlier; the special corporation 
tax gave 147,100,000 crowns (127,900,000 
crowns); and the defense tax on cor- 
porations was equivalent to 52,200,000 
crowns (35,400,000 crowns). The yield 
of taxes on cooperatives was at about 
the same level as in 1951-52. 


Personal Taxes Up Considerably 


Personal taxes on income and capital 
in 1952-53 yielded 2,465,900,000 crowns; 
a considerable increase over the 2,236,- 
400,000 crowns in the preceding year, 
in view of the fact that some alleviation 
of the incidence of these taxes took 
place. 

Components in this result, with the 
preceding year’s results in parentheses, 
were: 

State income tax, 1,166,100,000 crowns 
(1,035,500,000 crowns); communal in- 
come tax, 960,000,000 crowns (884,800,- 
000 crowns); equalization-fund income 
tax, 215,800,000 crowns (198,300,000 
crowns); State capital tax, 106,600,000 
crowns (101,200,000 crowns); and equal- 
ization-fund capital tax, 17,400,000 
crowns (16,500,000 crowns). 

The number of taxpayers subject to 
capital tax increased by 6,000 to 285,448, 
and taxable capital increased by 700,- 
000,000 crowns to 20,000,000,000 crowns. 

Real estate taxes increased by 33,400,- 
000 crowns, to 430,500,000 crowns, in 
1952-53. 

Compulsory saving was not in effect 
in the 1952-53 tax year; in the preceding 
year such saving amounted to 263,000,- 
000 crowns. 





Guanta, Venezuela, has been added as 
a port of call for the S. S. Mormacsun 
of Moore-McCormack Lines. The ship 
carries passengers, general freight, and 
refrigerated cargo, the firm has an- 
nounced, 











Gold Par Value of Mark 
Set by Germany 


The German Government has 
decided to fix in gold the value of 
the German mark (West) which 
up until now, had been defined 
only in terms of U. S. dollars. 


The content of the German 
mark has been fixed at 0.211588 
gram fine gold. On the basis of the 
present gold weight of the dollar 
(1 fine ounce=$35) the cross rate 
of the German mark is $0.238095. 
This rate is the same as the pres- 
ent official German par value for 
the U. S. dollar. 











Netherlands Group To 
Study U. S. Marketing 


Fourteen representatives of the Neth- 
erlands food distribution industry ar- 
rived in New York on January 27 for 
a 6-week study of American food dis- 
tribution methods. 


The study team is one of four groups 
of European businessmen scheduled to 
come to the United States to study vari- 
ous aspects of this country’s distribu- 
tion system (see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 19, p. 13). 


In a coast-to-coast tour, the Nether- 
lands group will visit New York, Wash- 
ington, Chicago, Los Angeles, San An- 
tonio, and St. Louis to study all aspects 
of wholesale and retail food distribu- 
tion, including store management, clerk 
training, stock arrangement, fixtures, 
consumer habits and education, adver- 
tising, packaging, labor relations, and 
the special problems of cooperatives, 
chains, and independent stores. 


The tour, which is sponsored by the 
Mutual Security Agency under its pro- 
ductivity and technical assistance pro- 
gram, is planned and managed by the 
Office of International Trade. The 
group’s findings, to be compiled in a 
joint report at the end of the study 
trip, will be shared freely with other 
Western European food distributors. 


The itinerary includes visits to a 
number of small and large stores and 
other retail and wholesale distributors, 
food brokers, trade associations, and 
unions in the food distributing field. 


From New York the group went 
to Washington, where a 1-week pro- 
gram, January 31 to February 7, had 
been arranged. After being greeted by 
OIT Director Loring K. Macy-and other 
OIT officials, members held discussions 
with representatives of the Federal 
Trade Commission, the Food and Drug 
Administration of the Federal Security 


IBRD Grants Loan for 


Projects in India 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development has 
nounced the granting of a loan of 
$19,500,000 to India. This sum will 
be used to pay for imported materials 
and equipment for powerhouses, dams, 
and barrages, and earth-moving ma- 
chinery and engineering services re- 
quired for a,second group of projects 
to be undertaken for further develop- 
ment of the Damodar River Valley. 

These projects, involving a total ex- 
penditure in local currency and foreign 
exchange equivalent to $103,000,000, 
consist of two multi-purpose dams, each 
with a hydroelectric plant and an ex- 
tensive irrigation system, including a 
diversion dam on the Damodar River. 

The new hydroelectric plants will 
have an installed capacity totaling 100,- 
000 kw. and the new irrigation facilities 
will include 1,550 miles of irrigation and 
drainage canals serving an area of 1 
million acres. The largest of the canals 
will be constructed to carry barge traf- 
fic. 

The loan is for a term of 25 years 
and bears interest at 4 7/8 percent, 
including a 1-percent commission. Amor- 
tization payments will begin on July 15, 
1956. 

The Bank is already helping to 
finance other major projects being car- 
ried out by the Damodar Valley Corpor- 
ation, established in 1948. A loan of 
$18,500,000 was made in April 1950 for 
a steam power plant at Bokaro, a power 
transmission system, and a storage dam 
at Konar. The steam power plant, with 
an initial capacity of 150,000 kw., will 
be the largest in India and is expected 
to be ready for operation by May 1953. 
The Konar dam should be completed by 
July. 

In addition to its two loans for pro- 
jects to be carried out by the Corpora- 
tion, the Bank lent $31,500,000 to India 
in December 1952, for the expansion of 
output of the Indian Iron and Steel Co., 
Ltd., a private company whose works 
are situated in the Valley. 

Other Bank loans in India have been 
$32,800,000 for railway rehabilitation 
and $7,500,000 for agricultural ma- 
chinery. The total of IBRD loans to In- 
dia is now $109,800,000. 


an- 





Agency and the Department of Agri- 
culture. 


From February 8 to 13 the group 
is scheduled to be in Chicago; February 
15 to 20 in Los Angeles; February 22 to 
24 in San Antonio; and February 25 to 
27 in St. Louis. 

They will return to Washington the 
following day and on March 3 will go 
to New York. They will sail for the 
Netherlands March 7. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


—_— 





Panama Amplities Its 
Duty-Exemption Law 


The import duty-exemption privilege 
granted firms operating in Panama, 


‘under Panamanian decree law No. 12 


of 1950, has been.modified and further 


amplified by decree No. 191 of January 


15, 1953. 

All duty-exemption applications must 
now be submitted to the Ministry of 
Finance and Treasury before arrival of 
the merchandise. Formerly most ap- 
plications for duty exemptions were 
submitted after arrival of the shipment. 

All applications must be carefully 
gsereened to determine that exemptions 
are granted only for materials which 
are indispensable for operations speci- 
fied in the firm’s concession contract 
and are unobtainable in local markets 
at reasonable prices. 

Import duties must be paid on any 
exempted import which is resold within 
§ years except goods manufactured in 
Panama from customs-exempt raw ma- 
terials. No exonerations will be granted 
until the applicant’s wholesale prices for 
products sold in Panama have been ap- 
proved by the Office of Price Control. 
This provision will not become effective 
until 30 days after the forthcoming 
publication of decree No. 191 in the 
Official Gazette’ Frequently several 
weeks elapse between promulgation of a 
decree and its publication. 

(Dectee Law No. 12 of 1950 was 
‘announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ay, June 26, 1950, p. 22.) 


lran To Offer Export Incentives, 
Grant Import Rights to Foreigners 


A new Iranian law designed to encourage exports and govern the 
activities of merchants engaged in foreign trade was signed on December 
21, 1952, by the Prime Minister under the Plenary Powers Act of August 


11, 1952. 


The Ministries of Finance and 
as the enforcement agencies. The lat- 
ter Ministry was to draw up the rela- 
tive regulations by January 20, 1953, to 
become effective upon their approval by 
the Council of Ministers. 


The “Law on the Encouragement of 
Exports and the Issuance of’Licenses to 
Engage in Foreign Trade,” as it is 
called, grants exemption from internal 
taxes ang reductions in service and 
facilities fees for all goods destined for 
export, and a 2-year income-tax exemp- 
tion for enterprises engaged in export 
trade. 


Import Rights Granted Foreigners 

The law also determines in effect who 
may engage in foreign trade and es- 
tablishes a standard of conduct for per- 
sons so engaged. 

Agencies to control the grading, 
preparation, and quality of export goods 
are to be established. Importation of 
machinery and equipment used in the 
preparation of goods for export is en- 
couraged by exemptions from customs 
duties and charges. 

Perhaps the most important feature 





Colombia Extends Export Certificate Plan 


Several changes in Colombian regu- 
lations for the use of export certificates 
have been authorized, by circular No. 
168 of the Bank of the Republic ad- 
dressed to the Office of Exchange 
Registry, dated December 11, 1952. 


Most of the changes concern decree 
No. 1830 of August 1, 1952, which au- 
thorized the export of certain commodi- 
ties from Colombia and provided that 
export certificates might be used for 
‘import of commodities otherwise on the 
list of prohibited imports (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Aug. 25, 1952, p. 13). 

The most important changes are: 

@ One import registration may be 
covered by several export certificates, 
but one export certificate may not be 
used to cover more than one import 
registration. 


® Goods exported under the decree 
must be products of Colombia to en- 
title the Colombian exporter to export 
certificates. f 
» @ Registrations covering the import 
of an automobile must contain in their 
etext the brand, model, and type of 
wWehicle and a statement that the auto- 
‘Mobile is complete and that its net 
sweight does not exceed 1,650 kilograms 
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or 1,240 kilograms, as the case may be 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 8, 
1952, p. 13). 

e@ If an automobile is to be imported 
with additional equipment, this infor- 
mation must be stipulated in the import 
registration, Also, the net weight of the 
automobile, including. additional equip- 
ment, must not exceed the net weight 
limitation of either 1650 kilograms or 
1,240 kilograms, whichever is applicable. 

@ Further, if export certificates are 
used for the import of an automobile, 
the Office of Exchange Registry must 
record the number, date, and place of 
shipment of the goods and the value 
of the export certificates. The total 
value should coincide exactly with the 
value of the import registered. 

@ The Office of Exchange Registry 
is also required to confirm that the 
freight and insurance on the automobile 
will be paid in Colombia, as is done 
for all other registrations the value of 
which is computed on an f.o.b. basis. 

Implementation of the regulations 
pertaining to import of automobiles is 
applicable only to imports solicited by 
private persons. (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Sept. 15, 1952, p. 8.)—Emb.,, 
Bogota, 


National Economy are designated 





of the law to American business in- 
terests in Iran is that “issuance of im- 
port licenses to foreign merchants Fre- 
siding in Iran shall be subject to the 
condition that reciprocal treatment is 
accorded to, Iranian merchants residing 
in countries of which the former are 
nationals.” Heretofore, foreign nationals 
residing in Iran were prohibited from 
importing. 

Inasmuch as Iranian nationals resid- 
ing in the United States are not pre- 
vented from engaging in foreign trade 
by reason of their nationality, Ameri- 
can nationals residing in Iran apparent- 
ly will be entitled to engage in foreign 
trade in Iran.—Emb., Tehran. 


(A copy of the law in unofficial Eng- 
lish translation may be obtained on 
loan from the Near Eastern and Afri- 
ean Division, Office of International 
Trade, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from the Depart- 
ment’s New York Field Office.) 





Transfer of Philippine 
Import Controls Proposed 


Transfer of the functions of the 
Philippine Import Control Commission 
(ICC) to commercial banks under su- 
pervision of the Central Bank is pro- 
posed in a bill filed with the Philippine 
Senate, according to a Manila press 
announcement of January 9. 

The bill further provides that quotas 
established by ICC for imports in the 
first half of 1953 would serve as a basis 


- for future exchange allocations to in- 


dividual importers. : 

The Commission has announced its 
intention of recommending a number of 
banks to act as its representatives in 
processing licenses for old and new 
importers. 

The principle embodied in the bill has 
been approved by commercial bankers, 
according to later press reports. The 
bankers have indicated, however, re- 
luctance to assume the responsibility of 
administering the import controls and 
incurring the additional expenses 
involved. 

Opposition to the measure recom- 
mended to the Senate was voiced by a 
member of the House of Representa- 
tives, who expressed doubt that powers 
granted the President under the Im- 
port Control Law could be delegated to 
private commercial banks. 


? 
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Indonesia Revises Its 
Import Categories 


Goods imported into Indonesia here- 
after will be classified into five cate- 
gories instead of four, according to 


preliminary information. (Earlier classi- 
fications were published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Sept. 15, 1952, p. 7.) 

List A still enumerates imports con- 
sidered essential, for which exchange is 
made available at the official rate of 
11.40 rupiahs to the dollar. 

A new list, B-1, subject to an “in- 
ducement” rate of 33% percent, which 
results in an effective rate of exchange 
of 15.20 rupiahs to the dollar, has been 
added. Many items previously in list A, 
including sewing machines, bicycles, 
jeeps, trucks, busses, and radio sets to 
a maximum value of 550 rupiahs f.0o.b., 
have now been transferred to list B-1. 


Changes have also been made in list 
B-2, old list B, a 100-percent induce- 
ment-rate list, which has an effective 
rate of 22.80 rupiahs to the dollar, and 
in list C, a 200-percent inducement-rate 
list, with an effective rate of 34.20 
rupiahs to the dollar. 


No information is available on 
changes, except the one noted below, 
in list D, which covers items for which 
no exchange is made available. 


Passenger cars and _ stationwagons 
are now classified to c.if, price rather 
than on the previous basis of cylinder 
volume. These vehicles up to a c.i.f. 
price of $2,100 are now on list B-2, and 
those from $2,100 to $2,400 are now on 
list C, Cars valued at more than $2,400 
c.Lf. are on list D, whereas formerly all 
cars valued at more than $2,100 c.i.f. 
were on list D.—Emb., Djakarta. 





Panama Bans Shipment of 
Reexports in Small Craft 


Panama now prohibits shipment of 
merchandise withdrawn from _ govern- 
ment or private warehouses in Panama 
City or Colon in vessels of less than 
1,000 tons, by decree No. 112 of Janu- 
ary 10, 1953. 

The requirement that reexports be 
shipped in larger craft reportedly is for 
the purpose of preventing small craft 
ostensibly bound for foreign ports from 
landing such cargo in Panamanian ter- 
ritory at locations not readily accessible 
to customs inspectors. 





ELECTRIC-POWER RATES in Tai- 
wan were increased an average of 54 
percent, effective November 1, 1952, 
the Taiwan Power Co, has announced. 
Both industrial and domestic consumers 
are affected. 

The company expects the monthly 
revenue to increase NT$6,500,000. 





Mexico Announces 
Cattle Export Quotas 


A quota of 400,000 head of cattle, or 
the equivalent in meat products, is the 
maximum that may be exported from 
Mexico in 1953, the Ministries of Agri- 
culture and Economy have announced. 


is to be divided on a 
quarterly basis, and 100,000 head is 
allotted for the first quarter. Appor- 
tionments among the northern States, 
which normally supply Mexico’s cattle 
and meat for export, are: Chihuahua, 
42.500 head; Sonora, 33,000; Coahuila, 
10,000; Durango, 7,000; Nuevo Leon, 
2,500; Tamaulipas, 2,500; and Zacate- 
cas, 2,500 head. 

Although a quota of 200,000 head was 
fixed for the last 3 months of 1952, ex- 
ports amounted to only 128,978 head, 
official records indicate. ” 

This difference is attributed to such 
factors as the late announcement of the 
quotas and procedures, drought condi- 
‘tions in northern Mexico, and a sharp 
decline in prices for feeder cattle in the 
United States. 

Present indications are, however, that 
400,000 head of cattle or processed meat 
may be exported in 1953. 


Issuance af export permits for cattle 
is under*the jurisdiction of local State 
livestock associations——Emb., Mexico 
City. 

Export quotas for the fourth quarter 
of 1952 were announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Nov. 10, 1952, p. 9. 


No Further Validation for 
Philippine Import Licenses 


Import licenses issued by the Philip- 
pine Price Stabilization Corporation 
(PRISCO) and the former Import Con- 
trol Administration will receive no 
further validation or extension, the 
Philippine Import Control Commission 
announced on January 14. 


The only exceptions to the ruling will 


The quota 





-be for imports of machinery and parts 


to be used for productive purposes for 
which irrevocable letters of credit were 
established before December 31, 1952. 
—Manila press dispatch. 





New Philippine Importers 
To Get Increased Quotas 


New Philippine importers who pre- 
viously were granted half-year quotas 
of $2,500 to $4,000 for imports will re- 
ceive a flat allocation of $5,000 in for- 
eign exchange for the first 6 months of 
1953, the Import Control Commission 
has announced. 

The Commission estimates that the 
increase will make an additional $500,- 
000 available to new importers for pur- 
chases of controlled commodities.— 
Manila press dispatch. 


AUSTRALIA 
Export Control on Oats Ended 


Australia early in December freed 
oats from export control, to permit and 
encourage export sales on the most prof- 
itable basis possible unhampered by 
governmental interference. 

The action was taken because Aus- 
tralian supplies of stock feeds are now 
adequate, the oat and barley crops 
large, pasture conditions satisfactory, 
and export markets for feed grains rath- 
er weak, the Acting Minister for Com- 
merce and Agriculture announced. 

Controls had been in effect for @ 
number of years. 


BERMUDA 
New Customs Tariff Unchanged 


The Bermuda Government has es- 
tablished import and export tariff rates 
for 1953, by the Customs Tariff Act, 
1952, published in the Official Gazette 
of January 3, as Government Notice No, 
22-1953. 

No changes from the 1952 rates were 
made. 


Ban on U. S., Canadian Citrus 


Bermuda has prohibited the importa- 
tion of lemraons and grapefruit from the 
United States and Canada, by Govern- 
ment Notice No. 31-1953, effective Janu- 
ary 5. 


COLOMBIA 


Documentation for Oil, Tallow 


Colombia has modified its procedure 
for handling documentation for the im- 
port of industrial tallows and industrial 
oils, as follows: 


The applicant must submit to the 
Ministry of Agriculture: 


@ The completed import registration, 
the text of which shall clearly cite the 
denaturing formula used for the prod- 
uct; that the product will be imported in 
drums; and that on each of the drums 
will appear a notation that the contents 
are unfit for human consumption. 

@ A certificate showing that the in- 
dustrial nature of the product is record- 
ed in the Office of Industry and Com- 
merce of the municipality in question. 

@ A certificate of peace and security. 

@ A notarized declaration that the 
product will be further worked or re- 
fined in entirety in a factory owned by 
the applicant. 

@ The denaturing formula, duly ap- 
proved by the Genexal Customs Admin- 
istration. (The denaturing formula re- 
quirement must be complied with only 
for the first importation.) 

Henceforth imports of industrial tal- 
lows and industrial oils will require 
prior approval of the Ministry of Agri- 
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culture in addition to the normal import 
procedures (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Nov. 24, 1952, p. 13).—Emb., Bogota. 


COSTA RICA 
Standards Set for Flour 


Costa Rica has established standards 
for various types of flours, both import- 
ed and domestic, by regulations pub- 
lished in the Official Gazette and ef- 
fective on December 14, 1952. 

Technical and legal definitions are 
established for the following types of 
flour and grain products: Wheat flour, 
enriched flour, bromated flour, durum 
flour, enriched self-rising flour, phos- 
phated flour, complete flour, graham 
flour, whole wheat flour, pressed or 
coarsely ground wheat, broken wheat, 
farina, enriched farina, semolina, oat 
flour, barley flour, and corn flour. The 
ingredients that legally may be used for 
bleaching, blending, etc., are also speci- 
fied. 

Of particular interest to U. S. ex- 
porters is a provision that all imported 
flours must conform to the standards 
established for domestic flours. All im- 
ports must be accompanied by certifi- 
cates of chemical analyses indicating 
that the flour conforms with the provi- 
sions of the newly published decree. A 
l-pound sample of each import ship- 
ment, together with this certificate, will 
be sent by the customs officials to the 
Ministry of Health, and approval of this 
Ministry must be obtained before the 
shipment may be cleared through cus- 
toms. 

The Ministry of Health is also em- 
powered to specify and approve the 
type of packing used for shipping flour 
to Costa Rica. 

(Further details of the new regula- 
tion may be obtained from the American 





Republics Division, Office of Interna-— 


tional Trade, Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D. C.) 


FR. EQUATORIAL AFRICA 


Duty Reduced on Bicycle Parts 


The French Equatorial African import 
duty on bicycle parts has been reduced 
from 12 percent to 8 percent ad valorem, 
by an order of November 28, 1952, pub- 


lished in the Journal Officiel of Decem- 
ber 15. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA 


Petroleum Products Reclassified 


French West Africa has revised its 
customs classifications and import duties 
for petroleum products, by two orders 
of December 12, 1952. 

Petroleum products other than light 
and heavy, lubricants, vaseline, and par- 
affin are now grouped into two separate 
classifications, with duties of 5 percent 
ad valorem for imports from non-French 
Union countries and 3 percent ad val- 
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orem for products coming from con- 
trolled refineries in the Union. Goods 
in this category include bituminous prod- 
ucts, such as road oil, bitumen, hard and 
soft pitch, emulsions, cut-backs, petro- 
leum coke, and similar products. 

Light and heavy petroleum products 
and lubricants remain subject to former 
duties, except light petroleum products 
imported from controlled refineries in 
the French Union which are now sub- 
ject to a duty of 7 percent ad valorem. 

Light petroleum products from for- 
eign countries remain dutiable at 10 
percent ad valorem. Heavy products, in- 
cluding lubricants, from foreign coun- 
tries remain dutiable at 2 percent ad 
valorem and from controlled refineries 
in the French Union at 1 percent. Vase- 
line and paraffin from any source re- 
main at 5 percent ad valorem.—Journal 
Officiel of French West Africa, Dec. 20, 
1952. 


IRAN 


Reexports Prohibited 


No foreign goods of any kind import- 
ed into Iran may be reexported unless 
approved by the Council of Ministers, by 
a decree of November 24, 1952. 

This order cancels decree No. 1047 of 
April 29, 1950, which permitted reexport 
of imported goods subject only to gen- 
eral trade regulations. 


IRAQ 


Customs Duties Reduced 


Iraq import duties have been sub- 
stantially reduced on a number of items, 
by an ordinance enacted by the Parlia- 
ment on November 26, 1952, and effec- 
tive the same day. 

Affected items of interest to U. S. 
exporters; new import duties, in fils per 
net kilogram unless otherwise specified; 
and old import duties, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows (1 fil--US$0.0028) : 

Sugar, granulated or powdered, 18 (23); 
rubber tires for vehicles, not aircraft, solid 
and hollow, 100 (120); pneumatic tires, 16 
inches and less, 200 (240); pneumatic tires, 
over 16 inches, 150 (180); inner tubes, 40 per- 
cent ad valorem (50 percent); blankets, 33 


percent ad valorem ( percent); and iron 
and steel bars, 15 (20).—Emb., Baghdad. 


MEXICO 
Export Surtax Reductions 


Most reductions from_the Mexican 15- 
percent ad valorem export surtax have 
been extended for a period not to ex- 
ceed 6 months, by a Presidential decree 
effective on January 23 as amended by 
errata published on January 24. 


The existing 80-percent reduction has 


been abolished for classification No. 
84-14, Phonograph records, not specified. 

The reduction for classification No. 
79-33, Ixtle twisted in helicoidal form, 
not spun, commercially called ixtle rope, 
has been increased from 33 percent to 
60 percent; the reduction for No. 81-14, 
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“Electrolytic copper,” has been increased 
from 65 percent to 80 percent; and a re- 
duction of 40 percent has been estab- 
lished for classification No. 26-22, Ixtle 
de palma, huapilla, espadin (Spanish 
dagger), and zamandoque, which hereto- 
fore received no reduction.—Diario Ofi- 
cial Jan, 23, 1953. 

(Former surtax-reduction extensions 
and changes were announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Aug. 25, 1952, p. 13, 
Mar. 3, 1952, p. 17, and Sept. 3, 1951, 
p. 21.) > 


Auto Assembly Quota Fixed 


A quota of 30,000 automobiles and 
trucks to be assembled in Mexico in 1953 
was announced by the Minister of Econ- 
omy on January 9, 1953. No more than 
15,000 units may be assembled in the 
first 6 months, although production in 
the remaining 6 months may be adjust- 
ed, with the approval of the Ministry of 
Economy, in the light of market needs. 

Following establishment of the assem- 
bly quota, the Ministry of Economy, by 
a resolution effective on January 14, es- 
tablished import control over knocked- 
down parts for the assembly of automo- 
biles, trucks, busses, and chassis, import 
classification Nos. 9.56.10, 11, 12, and 15. 
—Emb., Mexico City. 


NETHERLANDS 
Agreement Signed With Norway 


A new commodity exchange agree- 
ment between the Netherlands and Nor- 
way, including revised quota lists for the 
year 1953, was signed in Oslo on De- 
cember 6, 1952, following negotiations 
between representatives of the ,two 
countries under the auspices of a Joint 
Commission, This protocol will be gov- 
erned by the basic trade agreement of 
January 28, 1947. 

The new agreement provides for the 
reopening of discussions if a common 
Benelux foreign trade policy should be 
established before its expiration. It also 
provides for recognition of any future 
OEEC decisions regarding European 
trade liberalization. 

Although the 1953 quotas of both 
countries were increased over quotas 
in force in 1951 and 1952, Norway, re- 
luctant in the past to supply larger 
amounts of raw materials under recipro- 
cal arrangements because of favorable 
world market prices, agrees to a propor- 
tionately greater expansion of its export 
quota lists. This increase may help re- 
duce Norway’s customary deficit in its 
bilateral trade with the Netherlands. 

Typical Norwegian commodities cov- 
ered by the quota lists include fresh 
fish and fish products, cod liver oil, 
ferro-alloys, iron and steel products, 
wood and wood pulp, and newsprint. 

Commodities of Netherlands origin in- 
clude fresh vegetables, flower seeds and 
bulbs, textiles, scientific instruments, 
electrical products, and superphosphate. 
—Emb., The Hague. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


Some Timber Duties Suspended 


All New Zealand import duties on 
rough-sawn or rough-hewn redwood, 
douglas fir, and other coniferous tim- 
bers have been suspended through De- 
cember 31, 1953, by an order of the 
Governor General dated December 17, 
1952, The concession, however, does not 
apply to any pine timbers. 


The normal New Zealand customs 
duty on these timbers, in pieces not less 
than 25 feet long and with a minimum 
cross sectional area of 150 square inches, 
from the United States and other most- 
favored hations, is 8s. 6d. (US$1.19) a 
100 feet. Such United States timbers of 
other dimensions are dutiable at 10s. 6d. 
($1.47) a 100 feet. Similar Canadian 
timbers are subject to the same rates 
reduced by 1 shilling (14 cents). 


After December 31, 1953, normal du- 
ties will again become payable unless 
further suspended. 


NORWAY 


Uncoated Zinc Sheets Dutiable 


Norway has imposed an import duty 
of 12 ore per kilogram on uncoated 
zine sheets, effective December 20, 1952 
(100 ore=US$0.14). 

This item, No. 640 in the Norwegian 
tariff, had been duty-free. 


PHILIPPINES 
Agreement With Japan Extended 


The fourth _ extension, effective 
through May 31, 1953, of the Philippine 
trade arrangements with Japan was an- 
nounced by the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs in the Manila press on January 
20. 


Effected by an exchange of notes 
between the Philippine Office of Foreign 
Affairs and the Japanese Overseas Mis- 
son in Manila, the extension will con- 
tinue temporarily the trade and finan- 
cial agreements originally entered into 
between the two countries in June 1950. 

Philippine exports to Japan in the 
period July 1950 through August 1952 
amounted to 136,500,000 pesos, and im- 
ports from Japan totaled 111,300,000 
pesos, an export balance of 25,200,000 
pesos on Philippine account, according 
to the Philippine Bureau of Census and 
Statistics. (1 peso=US$0.50.) 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Agreement With Argentina 


A new Anglo-Argentine trade agree- 
ment was signed in Buenos Aires at the 
beginning of the year after long negoti- 
ation. 

Although the agreement calls for 
about £167,000,000 worth of trade be- 
tween the two countries in 1953, offi- 
cials in London are said to doubt that 
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Nicaragua To Remain 


Member of GATT 


Nicaragua has requested the 
Secretary General of the United 
Nations to disregard its recent no- 
tice of denunciation of the Annecy 
Protocol. 

The Secretariat of GATT has 
also received a communication 
from the Nicaraguan Government 
requesting an extension of the 
time limit beyond December 31, 
1952, for the signing of the Tor- 
quay Protocol.—Con. Gen. Geneva. 

The time limit previously had 
been extended to December 31, 
1952, during the Seventh Session 
of the Contracting Parties to 
GATT held at Geneva from Oc- 
tober 2 to November 10, 1952. 

(Nicaragua’s denunciation, now 
withdrawn, of the Annecy Protocol 
was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Jan. 26, 1953, p. 7. 
The article also indicated the pos- 
sibility that the denunciation, 
which was to have become effec- 
tive on February 27, 1953, might 
result in duty increases on a num- 
ber of items.) 











this level will develop. Trade, including 
sterling area oil, amounted to only 
slightly more than £100,000,000 in the 
first 10 months of 1952. 

Under the terms of the new agree- 
ment Britain is to get 250,000 tons of 
meat at substantially higher prices. 
Meat imports are expected to reach 
£44,000,000, but they may miss this 
mark by a wide margin. 

Argentina consents to grant licenses 
for the import of £3,000,000 worth of 
unessential goods from the United King- 
dom. 

In return the United Kingdom will 
send to Argentina 800,000 tons of coal, 
27,000 tons of tin plate, and some 4,000,- 
000 tons of sterling area oil. 

Although this coal volume represents 
an increase of 300,000 tons over that 
called for in the 1951 protocol, the vol- 
ume of oil and tin plate is no greater. 
Carcass meat to be supplied by Argen- 
tina is 33,000 tons greater than last 
year. 

No Provision for Remittances 


The Argentine Government stated 
that because of the shortage of ster- 
ling it was unable to make any provi- 
sion for payment in 1953 of financial re- 
mittances due the. United Kingdom. In 
fact, Argentina would go no further than 
to agree that it would make an effort 
to begin paying in 1954 the sums due. 
However, remittances of Argentine rail- 
way pensions to persons in the United 
Kingdom will continue. 

For the handling of expropriated Brit- 
ish utilities Argentina agrees to set up 


a special committee, which will include 
British representatives, to examine prob- 
lems arising from the transfer of public 
utility companies to Argentine owner- 
ship. 

Should Argentina’s sterling balances 
rise above £20,000,000, though this seems 
unlikely, any excess will be freely con- 
verted into dollars. Of more importance, 
the British agree to grant Argentina 
sterling credit facilities amounting to 
not more than £20,000,000 in the 18 
months ending June 1954, 


VENEZUELA 
Chemicals Classified Separately 


Separate classifications have been es- 
tablished in the Venezuelan customs 
tariff for certain chemicals, effective 
January 16, 1953. 


The new classification numbers and 
applicable duties, in bolivars per gross 
kilogram (1 bolivar=US$0.30), are as 
follows: 


No. 380, Geqasie compounds: 
B) Alcohols: 
7. Isopropyl alcohol, 0.05. 
D) Various: 
14. Alkyl benzene, 0.05. 
15. Amide (dodecyl ethanolamide). 0.06. 
16. Alkyl hydroxide and similar com- 
pounds. 0.065. 


Isopropyl alcohol was formerly duti- 
able under No. 380-B-6, Unspecified, at 
2.00 bolivars. Items now numbered 380- 
D-14, 15, 16 were formerly dutiable un- 
der No. 380-D-13, Unspecified, at 2.00 
bolivars. 


These chemicals are not produced in 
Venezuela, and the lower duties were 
imposed as an aid to domestic synthetic 
detergent and paint manufacturers re- 
quiring them. 


Printing Paper Still Duty Free 


Duty-free entry into Venezuela of 
printing paper for newspapers, maga- 
zines, and books of a cultural nature 
has been extended to December 31, 1953, 
inclusive, by resolution No. 1054 of De- 
cember 31, 1952, of the Bureau of Cus- 
toms, Ministry of Finance. 

The paper permitted duty-free entry 
is classified under No. 239-B of the 
customs tariff, designated “white paper, 
without glue or gum, uncalendered, 
whose weight exceeds 50 grams per 
square meter, unspecified.” 

Duty-free entry is permitted, subject 
to prior authorization of the Ministry of 
Finance in each instance, if the paper 
comes in bobbins and is to be used ex- 
clusively for the printing of newspapers, 
magazines, and books of a cultural na- 
ture, even when it has no watermark. 

Permits may also be obtained from 
the Ministry for such paper in reams 
provided it can be clearly shown that it 
was impossible to obtain the paper in 
bobbins because of exceptional condi- 
tions in paper markets. 

Duty-free entry has been accorded 
specified printing papers for a number 
of years, having been extended from 
year to year, 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Mexican Mercantile Tax Law Amended 


Mexico, by a decree of December 30, 
1952, has amended its Law of Taxation 
of Mercantile Income. 

The new decree provides that the de- 
duction of 50 percent on otherwise tax- 
able receipts from medical services, 
which includes sale of. medicines, cura- 
tive materials, medicinal products, 
chemical medicinals, and pharmaceuti- 
cals, shall be permitted only when the 
pharmacies and drugstores dispensing 
these serivces can prove by account 
books that not more than 20 percent 
of their receipts are from nonmedicinal 
services. 

Separate account books must be kept 
for medicinal services and nonmedical 
services. Formerly separate accounts 
and proof of nonmedical services were 
not required. 

Laboratories 


_— 


which produce these 


medicinal services also may enjoy ag50 
percent reduction for taxation purposes 
on receipts from sales of such services. 
They will, however, be taxed on the 
full amount of receipts from sales of 
toilet articles and cosmetics which they 
produce, even if these products are 
subject to other special fees and taxes. 
Laboratories previously were not in- 
cluded in the law. 

Sales receipts of cabarets, pulque 
shops, saloons, and other places dis- 
pensing spiritous liquors will not be 
granted the 50-percent reduction for 
tax purposes. This regulation was 
added to the law. 

(These changes should be noted in 
Department of Commerce pamphlet 
“Establishing a Business in Mexico,” 
Business Information Service, World 
Trade Series, No. 39, June 1951, p. 9.) 





Brazilian Heavy Electrical 
Industry To Get Priority 


Encouragement for the production of 
turbines and other heavy electrical 
equipment in Brazil is offered by the 
Brazilian Government, through decree 
No. 31,926 of December 15,.1952, which 
provides that this industry is to be con- 
sidered “essential” for purposes of pri- 
ority in repatriation of foreign capital 
and remittance abroad of earnings on 
such capital. 


Priority in obtaining exchange cover, 
within availabilities, will be granted for 
import of plant equipment and raw ma- 
terials and for payment of specialized 
services. 


Importation of machinery for the in- 
Stallation of a heavy electrical equip- 
ment industry is permitted without ex- 
change cover. 

The decree also provides that as do- 
mestic production of turbines and other 
heavy equipment is developed similar 
imports will be restricted or prohibited. 

Agencies of the Federal Government 
Must purchase from national industries 


within the limits of production availa- 
bilities. 





Mexico Continues Subsidy 


To Pemex at Reduced Rate 


The Mexican subsidy of 80 percent 
of applicable production taxes and im- 
port duties on petroleum and petroleum 
products, originally granted in 1948 to 
Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex), Govern- 
Ment petroleum monopoly, has been re- 
duced to 75 percent and extended 
through 1953. 


The action was taken by a Presiden- 
tial resolution published in the Diario 
Oficial of January 3, 1953. 
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India To Investigate Tire, 
Tube Prices and Costs 


The Government of India has directed 
its Tariff Commigsion to make an in- 
quiry into prices prevailing since 1946 
for rubber tires and tubes manufac- 
tured in the country, for the purpose of 
determining “fair prices of these prod- 
ucts in the light of costs entering into 
their manufacture.” 


The Commission is expected to con- 
duct hearings during March. 


In making the investigation the Com- 
mission has been requested to pay espe- 
cial attention to the following: 

Cost of raw materials, including in- 
digenous~ crude rubber; profits earned 
since 1946 and. the financial policies fol- 
lowed by manufacturers; financial as- 
sistance and equipment received during 
the war for plant expansion; and the 
effects of these various factors on the 
price structure of tires and tubes and 
other rubber goods manufactured. 


Bolivia Seeks Public Aid 
In Ending Speculation 


In an effort to obtain the cooperation 
of the public in denouncing vendors who 
sell at more than authorized prices, 
Bolivia, by a decree of December 5, 
1952, grants compensation to any indi- 
vidual or juridical person who may de- 
nounce an act of speculation in prime 
necessities or general merchandise. 


The compensation amounts to the 
total sale value of the confiscated prod- 
uct plus the amount of the fine imposed 
by the tribunal or the authorities 


charged with the fight against specula- 
tion. 


Persons found guilty of speculation 
may not bring civil or penal action 
against the denouncer. 





Bolivian City Takes Over 
Canadian Phone System 


The telephone system and long-dis- 
tance lines serving Oruro, Bolivia, 
owned and operated by Bolivian Power 
Co., Ltd., a Canadian firm, were taken 
over by that municipality on December 
31. The company building in which are 
located the main switchboard, businéss 
records, and office furniture, was also 
expropriated. 

In a protest to the Federal Govern- 
ment the company stated that the 
municipal telephone system, though not 
the building or the long-distance lines, 
was offered for sale to the municipality 
last June and that the municipality’s 
action was taken without warning. Sale 
of the long-distance lines was not of- 
fered, the company indicated, because 
they are part of its electric power 
high-tension lines control system. 

Fhe “municipalization” ordinance- ap- 
pears similar in some respects to Bo- 
livia’s mine nationalization decree of 
October 31, 1952, and may have been 
modeled on parts of that decree. In 
contrast to the decree, however, the 
ordinance provides that 5,000,000 boli- 
vianos (about US$50,000 at legal ex- 
change rate) shall be paid to the com- 


pany on account pending financial set- 
tlement. 





New Brazilian Coffee 
Agency Established 


A new agency for the Brazilian cof- 
fee industry, Instituto Brazileiro do 
Cafe, has been established, by decree- 
law No. 1,779, approved on December 22, 
1952. 

The new institute will take over all 
assets, personnel, and functions of ex- 
isting coffee agencies, including the for- 
mer National Coffee Department (De- 
partamento Nacional do Cafe) and the 
Division of Coffee Economy of the Min- 
istry of Finance. 

The administrative functions of the 
institute will be vested in a board, or 
junta, of 29 members, of which 16° will 
represent coffee planters, 7 will repre- 
sent State Governments, and 5 the cof- 
fee export trade. The presiding officer 
will be a special representative of the 
Federal Government. 

Funds for operation of the institute 
will be derived from an assessment of 10 
cruzeiros per bag of 60 kilograms* of 
coffee registered for export (1 cruzeiro= 
US$0.054).—Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 


(Dissolution of the National Coffee 
Department was announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 27, 1946, p. 15.) 


- 
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New Zealand in Market 
For Light Aircraft 


The Civil Aviation Branch of the New 
Zealand Air Department is interested 
in negotiating with manufacturers of 
light aircraft suitable for use in the 
aerial distribution of fertilizer and other 
agricultural ‘materials. 


It is reported that the aerial top-dress- 
ing industry in New Zealand consists 
of 35 operators employing 140 light air- 
craft, which Spread out about 90,000 
tons of superphosphate last year, mostly 
on hilly pasture land. 


The aircraft now being used is not 
entirely satisfactory for the purpose, as 
the models are out of production and are 
becoming increasingly difficult and ex- 
pensive to maintain. The industry will 
therefore be faced over the next few 
years, with a major reequipment pro- 
gram. 

The aerial top-dressing industry has 
now been established as essential to the 
farming economy of the country and 
will undoubtedly expand to a consid- 
erable degree over the next decade. 


A list of the general requirements for 
aircraft to meet the general operating 
conditions in New. Zealand may be ob- 
tained from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms should write direct 
to the Director of Civil Aviation, Air 
Department, Wellington, New Zealand. 





Ceylon Now Accepting Bids 
For Pig Iron, Block Tin 


The Ministry of Transport and Works, 
Colombo, Ceylon, invites bids until 
March 18, 1953, from manufacturers 
or their accredited agents for the supply 
and delivery of 600 tons of pig iron 
containing 2.75 percent to 3.25 percent 
silicon and 300 tons of. pig iron con- 
taining 2 percent to 2.4 percent silicon, 
both for foundry use; and 30 tons of 
block tin in 28-pound ingots. 

A copy of the bidding conditions may 
be obtained on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Copies are also available 
from the Ceylon Embassy, 2148 Wyo- 
ming Avenue, NW., Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be addressed to the 
Chairman, Tender Board;—Ministry of 
Transport and Works, Transworks 
House, Colombo, Ceylon. 





COCOA CROP purchases by the Ni- 
gerian Cocoa Marketing Board for the 
crop season up to November 27, 1952, 
were reported as 43,855 long tons. The 
main cocoa crop runs from September 
to February, 


14 


. 
Iran Plans To Equip 
Fruit-Drying Plants 
The Seven Year Plan Organization of 
Iran intends to establish 13 plants of 
different capacities for cleaning, grad- 
ing, sorting, and packing dried fruits 
and Nuts. The organization invites bids 


until April 1, 1953, for the complete 
machinery and equipment required for 
processing various kinds of raisins, dried 
muscats and currants, dried pitted apri- 
cots, peaches, prunes, dates, and alménd 
kernels and pistachios in shells. 


A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications is obtainable for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be addressed to the 
Supply and Procurement Administration 
of the Plan Organization, Avenue Es- 
takhr, Tehran, Iran. 


New Zealand Invites Bids 
For Electrical Equipment 


Bids are invited until April 16, 1953, 
by the ‘State Hydro-Electric Depart- 
ment, Wellington, New Zealand, for the 
supply and delivery of suspension, 
double-strain, and jumper insulator as- 
semblies, required for the Palmerston 
North District. 


A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications, identified as Contract 
No. S.H.D. 23/21/1, is obtainable for 
review purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washinton 25, 
D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Stores Manager’s Office, State Hydro- 
Electric Department, P. O. Box 8025, 
Wellington, C. I., New Zealand. 





Pakistan To Purchase 
Diesel Locomotives 


The Government of Pakistan is in- 
viting bids until March 2, 1953, for two 
meter gage (3'-3 %’’) Diesel hydraulic 
shunting locomotives for use by the 
East Bengal Railway. 


It is understood that no payment will 
be made during the period of the manu- 
facture of the locomotives. A letter of 
credit, however, to the full cost of the 
two locomotives, will be opened by the 
purchaser in a bank in the country of 
the manufacturer awarded the contract, 


It is noted that the bidder or con- 
tractor will have to submit the two 
locomotives for trial for 6 months dur- 
ing which period no payments will be 
made. Also, no payments will be made 
if the locomotives develop failures as 
a result of defective transmission, work- 
man ship, or climatic conditions, or if 
they are unable to haul stipulated loads 
at required speeds. In case the loco- 
motives fail to pass the tests, the bid- 
der or contractor must remove the two 
locomotives from the railway tracks at 
his own expense. 


The locomotives are to be shipped 
fully erected c.if. to Chittagong in a 
ship capable of unloading them by its 
own derricks. On satisfactory comple- 
tion of service for the 6-month trial 
period the cost of the locomotives will 
be paid in full from the letter of credit 
already opened with the order. 

One set of documents may be ob- 
tained for review purposes en Joan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be submitted to the office 
of the Director General Railways, Rail- 
way Division, Ministry of Communica- 
tions, Government of Pakistan, Karachi, 
Pakistan. 





Factory Sites Offered 


United States businessmen contem- 
plating the.establishment of branch fac- 
tories in Western Europe are invited to 
correspond with the Burgomeaster in 
Tilburg, Netherlands. 


Sites covering an area of about 350,- 
000 square yards, to be expanded in the 
near future to about 700,000 square 
yards, are available for the establish- 
ment of new industries in Tilburg. 


The vacant industrial sites have water 
connections for inland craft with a 
carrying capacity up to 500 metric tons, 
or both water and rail connections. 
Loeal authorities report that they are 
in principle prepared to promote the 
construction of factory buildings on 
the vacant sites for municipal account. 


Tilburg, a manufacturing town in the 
center of the Province of North Bra- 


in Netherlands 


bant, is about 45 miles from the large 


seaports of Rotterdam and Antwerp. | 


The distance to Amsterdam is about 75 
miles and to Brussels 60 miles. 


The population of Tilburg is approxi- 


mately 125,000, which imcludes 50,000. 


working pé@6ple. Tilburg industries with 
10 or more workers had a total of 21,000 
employees in June 1952. Employment by 
various branches of industry was as 
follows: Textiles (chiefly wool), 11,400; 
electrical goods, 2,500; railroad repair 
shops, 1,150; other metal industries, 
1,500; clothing, 1,350; leather and foot- 
wear, 1,200; othér industries, 1,850. 

An illustrated booklet (in Dutch) 
published by the city of Tilburg, may 
be obtained on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
2, D. G 
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Bids Sought for Work 


On Port of Tangier 


The International Administration of 
the Zone of Tangier is inviting bids for 
the extension of the Port of Tangier. 
The proposed work consists of the con- 
struction of 225 meters quay, a*yachting 
port, and the prolongation of 200 meters 
of the existing breakwater. 


Firms desirous of submitting bids 
must submit their references to the So- 
ciete du Port de Tanger, 6 Rue de Portu- 
gal, Tangier, not later than March 5, 
1953, and their bids (in French) not lat- 
er than April 5, 1953. 


It is understood that the successful 
bidder for the actual work of port im- 
provement will be the one who presents 
to the International Administration ad- 
vantageous terms for financing the 
work. 


Bidding conditions, detailed specifica- 


_ tions of the port work, and a folio en- 


titled “Travaux du Port de Tanger: Fi- 
nancement” are available for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 


Scales To Be Bought 
For Bangkok Wharves 


Bids are invited until March 12, 1953, 
by the Port Authority of Thailand, 
for 9 portable platform scales with drop 
lever, and a weighing capacity of 1,000 
kilograms; and 18 portable dial scales 
with a weighing capacity of 500 kilo- 
grams. The scales will be used at the 
Klong Toi (New Harbor) Wharves, 
Bangkok. 

It is understood that the scales will be 
financed in part by IBRD (International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment) funds. 


A copy of the bidding conditions and 





‘specifications is obtainable for review 


purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Copies of the tender conditions may be 
purchased from the Administration 
Department, Port of Bangkok Authority, 
Bangkok, Thailand, at a cost of 20 baht 
each. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Port Authority of Thailand (Engineer- 
ing Department), Port of Bangkok 
(Klong Toi), Harbour Administration 
Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 


PHOSPHATE ROCK production in 
Tunisia totaled 184,140 metric tons in 
October 1952. Exports of this material 
amounted to 146,900 tons, and went prin- 
cipally to Italy, France, the United King- 
dom, Belgium, and Spain. Output of hy- 
perphosphate (finely ground phosphate 
rock) was 11,110 tons. 
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U. S. Aid Desired by 
Netherlands Firm 


U. S. capital participation is 
sought by Aluminum-Industrie 
“Zelime,” a Netherlands manufac- 
turer of special aluminum products 
such as folding rules and milk 
tanks. 

The company states that with 
the necessary investment it could 
produce additional articles. 

Present facilities include an 
eccentric press, air compressor in- 
stallation for pneumatic work, 
and argonare welding installation. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained by writing direct to J. 
Bakker, Aluminum-Industrie “Ze- 
lime”, B 28-29, Gapinge (Wal- 
cheren), the Netherlands. 











School in India Needs 
Technical Equipment 


The M. H. Saboo Siddik Institution 
(Technical High School—Institute De- 
partment) in Bombay, is interested in 


purchasing an induction motor, torque 
dynamometer with starter, fixed rheo- 
stat to regulate the dynamometer, rotor 
rheostat, two lathes, cylinder boring 
machine, crankshaft grinder, wheel 
aligning equipment, and ignition retard- 
advance checking instrument. It is also 
interested in obtaining technical books 
and charts for training students along 
modern engineering lines. 


The Institution trains students for 
automotive and radio and electrical 
engineering, textile technology, welding, 
carpentry, and other subjects. 


A copy of the specifications for the 
above equipment is available from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
23 Di C. 


Quotations should be sent direct to 


the Institute, located at 5, Shepherd 
Road, Byculla, Bombay 8, India: 





Iranian Government Asks 
Bids on Transmitting Unit 


The Ministry of Posts, Telegraph 
and Telephones, Tehran, is inviting 
bids from manufacturers for a trans- 
mitting unit of 100-kw. medium wave- 
band. Interested manufacturers should 
prepare bids in triplicate and forward 
them in time to reach the Ministry 
on or before February 20, 1953. 


A copy ef the specifications may be 
obtained from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bigs should be sent direct to the 
Ministry of Po&Sts, Telegraph and Tele- 
phones, Tehran, Iran. 





WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Netherlands Floor-Tile 
Plant Seeks U.S. Funds: 


V.V.I., Vezel Verwerking Industrie, 
a Netherlands firm engaged in the 
manufacture of floor tiles and other 
articles used in the building trade, 
wishes to interest an American firm in 
investing capital to permit expansion of 
present operations. 

Tne company reportedly has developed 
a process for a new type of floor tile, in 
colors made from wood and bark fibers. 
The tile is ornamental, waterproof, 
hard wearing, and can be directly af- 
fixed to a concrete floor. 

The firm states that the raw ma- 
terials required for manufacturing the 
tiles are available in Jarge quantities 
in that section of the Netherlands, also 
that the tiles can be manufactured 
at very competitive prices. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with F.F.P. Mannaert, V.V.I. 
Vezel Verwerking Industrie, 48 Gentse- 
straat, Hulst, the Netherlands. 


Thailand To Purchase 
Railway Equipment 

The State Railways of Thailand is in- 
viting bids for the supply of the follow- 


ing steam locomotive and railway equip- 
ment: 


@ 15 Pacific type steam locomotives 
and 60 Mikado type steam locomotives. 
The closing date for receipt of bids is 
May 7, 1953. 


* @ Steel rails and accessories. Bidding 
period closes May 8, 1953. 


@ 200 sets of simple turnouts. Bidding 
period closes May 8, 1953. 


@ 25 sets of level crossing barriers, 
Bidding period closes May 8, 1953. 

Bidding conditions and specifications 
on each contract are available for re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested American manufactur- 
ers may also obtain these documents 
from the Stores Division, Railway Ad- 
ministration of Thailand, Bangkok, 
Thailand. - 








LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the, form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 26, D. C. 


(In the United States) 


Automotive Equipment: 
Italy—O.M.A.C. (Officine Meccaniche 





WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Areografi Compresori), (manufacturer 
and exporter of air compressors, pistols, 
reducers, special mechanical equipment, 
etc.), 61 Via Paolo Sarpi, Milan, offers 
its patent for the manufacture in the 
United States of a reportedly new type 
of spray gun which operates with com- 
pressed air, water, and cleaning fluid. 
Firm claims the use of this sprayer com- 
pletely eliminates all other costly imple- 
ments used in service stations for wash- 
ing, cleaning, and polishing cars. 


Boats (Model): 


England—J. R. James (inventor and 
patentee), Carlyon, Sea Avenue, Rust- 
ington, Sussex, is interested in licensing 
an American firm for the manufacture 
in the United States of a “Jet-Sail-Fly- 
er” model catamaran (twin hulled), 
with patented metal sail. Illustrated 
leaflet available.* 


(In Foreign Countries) 
Plant Facilities: 


France—Manufacture d’Armes et de 
Cycles de Chatellerault (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, and exporter), 36 Avenue 
Wilson, Chatellerault, Vienne, is inter- 
ested in manufacturing under U. S. li- 
cense the following products for which 
its plant facilities are suitable: sewing 
machines, firearms for sportsmen, house- 
hold refrigerators and appliances, and 
machinery. Correspondence in French 
preferred. 

Tools: 

*- Belgium—Imperia S. A. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer), (no street 
address required), Nessonvaux-lez-Liege, 
wishes to manufacture under U. S. li- 
cense in Belgium machine and precision 
tools, particularly the types used in the 
construction of engines for jet airplanes, 
and automatic arms. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 

the form of literature, catalogs, 

photographs, price lists, or sam- 

ples, is available in specific in- 

stances as indicated by symbol 

(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 

gence Division, U. S. Department 

of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Carpets and Rugs: 

England—Charles David Wharry (ex- 
porter), 98 Bryanston Court, George 
Street, London, W. 1, offers to export 


direct fine Persian carpets and rugs. 


Cement: 


Germany—C. F.* Corssen & Co. (ex- 
porter, purchasing agent), 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export cement 
direct or through regional agents in the 
South, West, and Middle-West areas, 
quantity according to order. 

Chemicals: 


Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (ex- 
16 


porter, purchasing. agent), 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export chemi- 
cals direct or through regional agents in 
the South, West, and Middle-West areas, 
quantity according to order. 

Union of South Africa—Warden & 
Hotchkiss (S. A.), Ltd. (manufacturer 
of paints, general merchant, and-earth 
color miner and grinder), 329 Sydney 
Road, Durban, offers to export red oxide 
and yellow ocher. Detailed information, 
including price quotations f. o. b. Dur- 
ban and analysis available.* 


Clothing: 


Denmark—Niels Kjeldsens Fabriker 
(manufacturer, export merchant, whole- 
saler), Sondre Havnevej, Koge, offers to 
export direct children’s aprons made of 
100 percent washable, colored, cotton 
material with a removable plastic doll’s 
head on the pockets, suitable for girls 
from 1% to 7 years of age. Price quota- 
tion f. o. b. Copenhagen and sample 
apron available.* 

England—Clares’ Service (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Gardwell Works, Wells, 
Somerset, offers to export direct “Div- 
skrit” overalls, a one-piece divided skirt 
and bib garment, in colored drills and 
denims, suitable for agricultural work- 
ers, gardening, dairying, and cleaning. 
Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Foodstuffs: 


Norway—Moldoen Canning Co. (manu- 
facturer), Maaloy, offers to export di- 
rect the following first-grade canned 
fish and meat products: Brisling sar- 
dines in pure olive oil; crab paste with 
pure butter; fish balls in bouillon; fish 
eakes in bouillon; and sild sardines in 
olive oil. 

Furniture: 


England—Charles David Wharry (ex- 
porter), 98 Bryanston Court, George 
Street, London, W. 1, offers to export 
direct collectors’ items of English an- 
tique furniture. 


Hides: 

France—Compagnie Olivier, S. A. (ex- 
port merchant), 25, Rue d’Astorg, Paris, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
French raw hides (cattle and equine), 
salted or green. 


Hollow and Flatware: 


Germany — P. Bruckman & Soehne, 
Silberwarenfabrik 
porter), 40 Lerchenstrasse, Heilbronn a 
Neckar, Wuerttemberg, offers to export 
direct or through agent hollow ware 
(coffee sets, candle sticks, etc.), flat- 
ware (knives, spoons, and forks in solid 
silver or silver plated), and silver-plated 
plates, suitable for hotels, restaurants, 
and ships. Independent quality inspec- 
tion available at Heilbronn plant at 
buyer’s expense. Set of catalogs and 
— (in German and English) avail- 
able. 


Household Items: 


Sweden—Handels &* Agenturfirman 
WeBe (export merchant), Ystad, offers 


(manufacturer, ex- > 


to export direct or through agent 
wooden serving trays or pads, attach. 
able to the bottom of any hot vessel, 
Illustrated leaflet (in Swedish) avail- 
able.* 


Machinery and Parts: 


Germany — Carl Canzler (manufac 
turer, exporter), 332 Koelnerlandstrasse, 
Dueren/Rhld., offers to export direct or 
through agent apparatus and plant 
equipment for the chemical industry, 
Set of illustrated literature (in German 
and English) available.* 


Germany—Johannes Steiner K. G,, 
Metallwarenfabrik (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Gosheim, Wuerttemberg, offers 
to export direct or through agent house. 
hold and industrial sewing machine 
parts. Detailed price list available.* 


Luxembourg — Societe Anonyme 
“MAPRE,” Machines et Appareils de 
Precision (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), Route d’Ettelbruck, Diekirch, 
offers to export direct yearly the fol- 
lowing tyes of machinery, made of the 
finest cast iron and special hardened 
steels: (1) 30 extruder compounders for 
thermoplastic materials; (2) 40 preci- 
sion rolling machines, types 2B and 2D 
(for staybolts); and (3) 50 eccentric 
thread rolling machines, type FF. Illus- 
trated catalogs available.* 


Metal Products: 


England — George Lister & Sons, Ltd. 
(designer and craftsman in architec. 
tural metal work, exporter), Abbey 
Road, Cambridge, offers to export direct 
hand-made wrought-iron work, such as 
carriage gates, screens, grilles, lamps, 
lanterns, and weather vanes, and hand- 
made decorative work in nonferrous 
metals, including silver-plated bronze 
altar crosses, and lead plaques. Set of 
photographs available.* 


Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (ex- 
porter, purchasing agent), 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export direct or 
through regional agents in the South, 
West, and Middle-West areas, wire and 
rolling-mill products, quantity according 
to_order. 


Minerals: 


England — Export & Technical Serv- 
ices, Ltd. (sales agent), 118 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W. 1, offers to export 
direct rutile from the French Came- 
roons. 


Nursery Items: 


Sweden — Handels & Agenturfirman 
WeBe (export merchant), Ystad, offers 
to expert direct or through agent babies’ 
collapsible. walking chairs, made with 
steel tubing, rotating wheels, and seat 
made of strong cloth. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 


Paper: 
Norway—Ths. P. Fearnley (export 


merchant), 21 Dronningensgate, Oslo, 
offers to export direct each month 25 
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tons of glazed white bleached glassine 
paper, 32 grs. per square meter. Price 
quotation and sample available.* 


Optical Goods and Equipment: 

Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (ex- 
porter, purchasing agent), 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export direct or 
through regional agents in the South, 
West, and Middle-West areas optical 
goods, quantity according to order. 

Germany—Export Service Handwerk 
G.m.b.H. (export merchant), 27 Ehren- 
bergstrasse, Berlin-Dahlem (West Ber- 
lin), offers to export direct optical 
equipment. Illustrated literature avail- 
able.* 


Paintings: 


England—Charles David Wharry (ex- 
porter), 98 Bryanston Court, George 
Street, London, W. 1, offers to export 
direct fine paintings (French impres- 
sionists). 


Photographic Goods: 


Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (ex- 
porter, purchasing agent), 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export direct or 
through regional agents in the South, 
West, and Middle-West areas photo- 
graphic goods, quantity according to 
order. 

Porcelain: 


England—Charles David Wharry (ex- 
porter), 98 Bryanston Court, George 
Street, London, W. 1, offers to export 
direct English antique porcelain. 

Radios: 

Germany — C. F. Corssen & Co. (ex- 
porter, purchasing agent), 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export radios 
direct or through regional agents in the 
South, West, and Middle-West areas, 
quantity according to order. 


Scientific Instruments: 


Germany — C. F. Corssen & Co. (ex- 
porter, purchasing agent, 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export direct 
or through regional agents in the South, 
West, and Middle-West, scientific instru- 
ments, quantity according to order. 

Italy—Officine Helu, S. R. L. (manu- 
facturer), Corso Italia 16, Milan, offers 
to export direct stainless steel vernier 
calipers and depth gages, precision gear 
tool calipers, universal bevel protrac- 
tors, and optical universal bevel pro- 
tractors. 


Sporting Goods: 

Austria — Leopold Burian, Sport- 
schubfabrik (manufacturer), 101 Mar- 
jahilferstrasse, Vienna VI, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent each month 
2,000 to 3,000 pairs of first-quality ski 
boots. Illustrated leaflet available.* 

Textiles: 


England—E, Shalom & Co. (manu- 
facturer and export merchant), 85 Mos- 
ley Street, Manchester 2, offers to ex- 
port direct homespun and glass cloths, 
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tapestries, unbleached sheetings, sheets, 
cotton blankets and rayon casements. 

Germany—C. -F. Corssen & Co. (ex- 
porter, purchasing agent), 187-188 Am 
Wall, Bremen, offers to export direct 
or through regional agents in the South, 
West, and Middle-West areas cotton and 
rayon piece goods, quantity according 
to order. 

Veneer Products: 

Sweden—Handels & Agenturfirman 
WeBe (export merchant), Ystad, offers 
to export direct or through agent lami- 


nated veneer products. Descriptive infor- 
mation avaiable. * 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals: 

Philippines—Philippine Chemical Lab- 
oratories, Inc. (maufacturer, exporter, 
and wholesaler), 1011 R. Hidalgo, Ma- 
nila, wishes to purchase direct cosmetic 
chemicals in the following quantities: 
(1) 400 pounds of sorbitan mono-oleate; 
(2) 400 pounds of sorbitan mono-oleate 
polyoxyalkylene derivative; (3) 200 
pounds of chlorinated paraffin or chlo- 
rinated paraffin hydro-carbon, contain- 
ing 25 or 26 carbon atoms and approxi- 
mately 43 percent of chlorine by weight 
with specific gravity of about 1.16 to 
1.18; and (4) 5,000 pounds of ammonium 
thioglycollate. 


Electric-Power Equipment: 
Chile — Waech y Cia., Ltda. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, exporter, and sales 





Mexican Bottling Plant 
Franchise for Sale 


The holder of the Orange- 
Crush franchise in Monterrey, 
Mexico, who wishes to retire, of- 
fers for sale his completely 
equipped bottling plant consisting 
of CEM-28 filler, Barry-Whemiller 
washer, and a complete line of 
nearly new bottling machinery, to- 
gether with a fleet of 10 trucks 
serving the industrial areas in 
northern Mexico. 

The plant, Cia. Embottelladora 
Orange-Crush de Monterrey, S. A., 
is located on more than 43,000 
square feet of land on the national 
highway. 

Interested parties should corre- 
spond direct with Carlos Con- 
treras, Mgt. E Representative, Car- 
retera Nacional 2819, Monterrey, 
N. L., Mexico. 

World Trade Directory Report 
being prepared. 











WORLD TRADE LEADS 


agent), Calle Agustinas 1343, Casilla 
1442, Santiago, requests complete de- 
tails, descriptive matter, and quotations 
on 20 to 30 generating units as follows: 
(1) Diesel generating units of any type, 
for generating electric current from 500 
kw. to 1,000 kw., 400 volts, 50 cycles, 
3-phase, power factor 0.8; (2) voltage 
regulation, plus 10 percent, minus 10 
percent; (3) control instruments and 
switch boards for each generating unit; 
and (4) refrigeration units for cooling 
Diesel engines. 
Fibers: 


Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (im- 
porter), 187-188 Am Wall, Bremen, 
wishes to purchase direct bristle fibers. 


Machinery: 


Union of South Africa—Seven Seas 
Trading Co. (exporter, sales agent), P. 
O. Box 2776, Durban, wishes to purchase 
direct a machine for the manufacture of 
wire spring or wire clip oe, 


Oils and Seeds: 


Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. Gm- 
porter), 187-188 Am Wall, Bremen, 


wishes to purchase direct oil seeds 
and vegetable oils. 


Waste Products: 
Germany—Fuest & Ehls, (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 9 Barbarastrasse, 


Koeln-Riehl, wishes to purchase direct 
all kinds of rags. 


Welding Materials: 


Italy—Arcum (manufacturer, im- 
porter), 6 via Agresti, Bologna, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
electrodes for welding iron, steel, cast 
iron, and for building up hard and spe- 
cial parts. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Alcoholic Beverages: 

Morrocco—Societe Agricole et Com- 
merciale du Maroc (importer, exporter, 
jobber, wholesaler), 3 Avenue d’Amade, 
Casablanca, wishes to obtain agency for 
whisky and beer. 


Clothing: 

Morrocco—Societe Agricole et Com- 
merciale du Maroc (importer, exporter, 
jobber, wholesaler), 3 Avenue d’Amade, 


Casablanca, anaes: ® to obtain agency for 
used clothing. : 


Coal Byproducts: 

Italy—Fernando Coli (sales agent), 
16 Via XXV Aprile, Genoa, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for coal byproducts, such 
as solvents, benzol, toluol, and resins. 

Cotton (Raw): 

Italy—Compagnia del Mediterraneo di 
Uberto Pozzi & Co. (commission mer- 
chant), Corso di Porta Nuova 3, Milan, 
wishes to obtain agency for middling 
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(Texas) and long-staple (California) 
raw cotton. 

Dyes: 

Italy—Astra (importing distributor 


.and commission merchant), 10 via Verdi, 
Prato, wishes to obtain agency for tex- 
tile dyeing materials. 


Electrical Supplies: 

Haiti—Roger Dartiguenave (manu- 
facturer’s agent), P. O. Box 233, Port- 
au-Prince, wishes to obtain agency for 
electrical supplies. 


Fats: 


Italy—Fernando Coli (sales agent), 16 
Via XXV Aprile, Genoa, wishes to obtain 
agency for tallow and animal fats. 


Furs: 


Italy—Astra (commission merchant), 
10 via Verdi, Prato, wishes to obtain 
agency for old furs. 


Hardware: 


Haiti—-Roger Dartiguenave (manufac- 
turer’s agent), P. O. Box 233, Port- 
au-Prince, wishes to obtain agency for 
hardware items, including carriage and 
other types of bolts, rivets, ete. 


Household Items: 


Haiti—Roger Dartiguenave (manufac- 
turer’s agent), P. O. Box 233, Port-au- 
Prince, wishes to obtain agency for 
household enamelware. 


Industrial Equipment: 

Canada — Morton International of 
Canada (manufacturer’s agent), P. O. 
Box 326, Montreal 6, P. Q., wishes to ob- 


tain agency for light industrial equip- 
ment. 


Leather: 

Union of South Africa—Durag, Ltd. 
(wholesaler, retailer, and sales agent), 
385 Pine Street, Durban, wishes to act 
as sales agent for sheep and goat lining 
leathers. 


Lumber: 

Haiti—Roger Dartiguenave (manu- 
facturer’s agent), P. O. Box 233, Port- 
au-Prince, wishes to obtain agency for 
kiln-dried lumber, first, second, and 
third grades. 


Naval Stores: 

England—Fatoils, Ltd. (importer and 
exporter of fats and oils), 91-93 Bishops- 
gate, London, E. C. 2, wishes to obtain 
agency for naval stores, such as gum 
rosin, pine oil, and turpentine. 


Paper Mill Supplies: 

Italy—Fernando Coli (sales agent), 
16 Via XXV Aprile, Genoa, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for cellulose, suitable for 
paper mills. 

Textiles: 

Morocco—Societe Agricole et Com- 
merciale du Maroc (importer, exporter, 
jobber, wholesaler), 3 Avenue d’Amade 
Casablanca, wishes to obtain agency for 
all types of cotton and rayon fabrics. 


Ship Chandler and Agent: 
Italy—Silvio Delle Piane (bunkerage 


company’s agent and ship broker), 12-9 
Via S. Lorenzo, Genoa, offers its services 
to U. S. firms for: (1) Securing orders 
and contracts from Italian shipping 


companies whose ships need supplies or 
assistance in U. S. ports; (2) obtaining 
orders and contracts for tug services 
from Italian shipping companies whose 
ships call at U. S. ports; and (3) han- 
dling the sale or purchase of any type 
of ship, such as cargo, tanker, passenger, 
and cargo-passenger vessels. 


Waste Products: 


Italy—Compagnia del Mediterraneo di 
Uberto Pozzi & Co. (commission mer- 
chant), Corso Porta Nuova 3, Milan, 
wishes to obtain agency for cotton, wool, 
and artificial fiber waste, and remnants. 


Morocco—Societe Agricole et Com- 
merciale du Maroc (importer, exporter, 
jobber, wholesaler), 3 Avenue d’Amade, 
Casablanca, wishes to obtain agency for 
fabric wastes. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 





Israel—Dr. Richard Strauss, repre- 
senting Nahariya Dairy Strauss, Ltd., 
Meron Street, Nahariya, is interested 
in buying raw materials and machinery 
for the preparation of ice cream and 
milk powder and the production of 
wrapping paper for cheese. Also, firm 
seeks technical information as to the 
manufacture of these products. Sched- 
uled to arrive about the middle of 
February, via New York, for a visit of 
1 month. U.S. address: c/o Mr. Kurt 
Haas, Newman Endler, Inc., Danbury, 
Conn. Itinerary: New York, Danbury, 
and Chicago. 


Japan—-Hidezo Fujimura, represent- 
ing Fuji Knit Co. Ltd. 3, 1-chome, 
Kamezawa, Sumida-ku, Tokyo, is_ in- 
terested in visiting knitting factories. 
Scheduled to arrive January 22, via 
Seattle, for a visit of 30 days. US. 
address: c/o Hotel Statler, Seventh 
Avenue and 33rd Street, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: Seattle, Detroit, New 
York, St. Louis, Boston, and Chicago. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Kuwait—Yusuf Ahmad Al-Ghanem 
(operator of garage and power tool 
plant; importer of general merchandise, 
plumbing fixtures, building materials, 
and light consumer goods), Kuwait, is 
interested in building materials, general 
merchandise, and consumer goods. 
Scheduled to arrive the early part of 
February, via New York, for a jyisit of 


2 weeks. U.S. address: c/o General 
Motors Corp., 1775° Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. 


World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Sweden—Halvar Erik Gustav von 


Reis, representing Olof Asklungs Ang- 
bageri A/B (bakers), 13 Ovre Husar- 
gatan, Goteborg, is interested in and 
requests technical information on mod- 
ern baking machinery and equipment. 
Scheduled to arrive. January 18, via 
New York, for a visit of 4 weeks. U.S. 
address: c/o Mr. Gustav von Reis, De- 
troit Broach Co., 20201 Sherwood Ave- 
nue, Detroit, Mich. Itinerary: New York 
and Detroit. 


Sweden—Gustav Ragnar Johansson, 
representing Aktiebolaget Goteborgs In- 
dustribyggnader, 3 Magasinsgatan, Gote- 
borg, is interested in and _ requests 
technical information on modern build- 
ing construction machinery and equip- 
ment. Scheduled to arrive February 17, 
via New York, for a visit of 4 weeks. 
U.S. address: c/o Mr. Gust. W. Nelson, 
314 N. Chicago Avenue, Rockford, Iil. 
Itinerary: New York, Miami, Chicago, 
and Rockford (Ill.). 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has recently published 
the following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$1 a list for each country. 


Air-Conditioning 
Equipment 
Panama. 


and Refrigeration 
Importers and Dealers— 


Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers—Ecuador. 


Dairy Industry—Switzerland. 


Glass and Glassware Manufacturers— 
Cuba. 


Hardware Importers and Dealers~ 
Mexico, 


Hardware Importers and Dealers~— 
Peru. 


Iron, Steel, and Building-Material 
Importers and Dealers—Colombia. 


Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Portugal. 

Jewelry Importers 
Dominican Republic. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—France, 

Radio and Radio-Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—lIreland. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Morocco. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers and Exporters—Philippines. 

Spice Exporters—lIndia. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
British Malaya. 

Tobacco and Tobacco-Product Im- 


porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Philippines. 


and Dealers— 
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Pakistan Sugar Output Increased 


Production of refined’ sugar in Paki- 
stan increased to 69,360 long tons in 
1952 from 34,524 tons in 1951. The out- 
put represented about 34 percent of 
the country’s annual requirements. 


The 1952 increase was attributed 
largely to higher Government-controlled 


’ prices for refined sugar. The total in- 


stalled capacity of sugar mills is about 
93,000 tons. 


Production of raw cane sugar in 
Pakistan for the 1951-52 crop year was 
892,000 tons, or 2.3 percent more than 
the 872,000 tons produced in the pre- 
ceding year, but about 147,900 tons less 
than the production of 1,039,000 tons 
for the record year of 1949-50. Produc- 
tion of gur from date palms in the 
1951-52 crop year was estimated at 
116,000 tons as against 114,000 tons in 
the 1950-51 crop year. 


Although prices of refined sugar are 
relatively high and weather conditions 
generally favorable, no significant in- 
crease in production of raw sugar is ex- 
pected for the 1952-53 crop year. 


A small increase in acreage under 
sugar cane, however, is forecast by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the area for 
the 1952-53 crop year being 733,000 
acres, compared with 728,000 acres for 
the 1951-52 crop year. 


Imports Necessary 

Pakistan relies on imports of refined 
sugar from foreign sources to meet 
about 66 percent of present require- 
ments. Sugar produced from foreign 
sources is imported on Government ac- 
count and up-to-date statistics on such 
imports have not been released for pub- 





Brazil's Production, Use 
Of Fertilizer Increasing 


With an improvement in sulfur sup- 
plies, production of superphosphate in 
Brazil is expected to incréase consider- 
ably, especially as two new companies 
have begun operations, s 

Demand for crushed phosphate rock, 
which is being successfully used on cof- 
fee, is expected to increase, as that crop 
is a leading source of foreign exchange. 

Studies have been made on the de- 
velopment of deposits of phosphate rock 
in the States of Minas Gerais, Bahia, 
and Paraiba, but, with the possible 
exception of Minas Gerais where ade- 
quate power is available for the phos- 
phoric-acid process, positive action is 
not expected for some time. 

It is possible that some potassic fer- 
tilizer may be produced from deposits 
of leucite in Minas Gerais. 

Discussions have been held on the 


production of nitrogenous materials by 
Italian interests, 
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lication. However, imports of sugar on 
Government account for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1952, totaled 212,464 
long tons as compared with 58,583 tons 
for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1951. 


Imported sugar, as well as the output 
of local mills, is distributed in licensed 
rationed shops at prescribed prices fixed 
by the Central and Provincial govern- 
ments. 

However, semi-refined sugar produced 
on a cottage-industry basis is sold in 
the open market and is not subject to 
Government control measures. Prices of 
this sugar tend to fluctuate with the 
availability of sugar in Government- 
licensed shops. 


Indochinese Rubber 
Output at Top Level 


Rubber output on estates in Vietnam 
and Cambodia, Indochina, totaled 5,557 
long tons in October 1952, bringing the 
total for the first 10 months of 1952 to 
45,270 long tons, according to the Syndi- 
cate of Rubber Planters of Indochina. A 
preliminary estimate of the output in 
November was 6,600 tons. 


Estimates of smallholder production 
in 1952 are not yet available. 


Estate production in the full year 
1951, the previous postwar high, was 
50,899 tons, according to the syndicate. 

Stocks on estates, and in the hands of 
exporters and dealers in the Saigon- 
Cholon area, totaled 6,342 tons at the 
end of October, compared with 7,672 
tons on January 1, 1952. 


Exports amounted to 4,884 tons in 
November, and 52,077 in January-No- 
vember 1952, as against 44,971 tons in 
January-November 1951. In the 11 
months of 1952, the chief customers 
were: France, 31,938 tons; the United 
States, 17,316 tons; Malaya 1,631 tons; 
and the United Kingdom, 792 tons. 








Jordan Ends Palestine 
Potash Concession 


The Government of Jordan has 
decided to cancel the 23-year old 
concession of the Palestine Potash 
Co., Ltd., to recover minerals from 
the Dead Sea. 

The decision, which has been 
expected for some time, will make 
it possible for the Government to 
go ahead with its plans to form 
a joint Government and private 
company to utilize these resources. 











Canadian Paint Trade 
Reports High Sales 


The Canadian paint, varnish, and lac- 
quer industry may have reached a new 
high sales record in 1952, possibly 5 per- 
cent greater than the 1951 total, ac- 


-cording to incomplete industry-wide fig- 


ures. However, several manufacturers 
reported that sales were spotty in 1952 
and gross returns ran somewhat lower 
than in 1951, 


The industry has added approximately 
10 percent to its gross production value 
each year since the close of World War 
II. The value of output increased. from 
$48,000,000 in 1945 to a record high of 
$97,000,000. in 1951. 


Any decline in trade-sales of paints 
and varnishes in the next few years is 
expected to be compensated for by in- 
creased industrial demand. 


Industry accounts for a large per- 


centage of the-increased sales and when 
additional plants begin operations more 
outlets are created. The inauguration of 
television in Montreal and Toronto, for 
example, has established an important 
new market for furniture lacquers. 


Although construction was lower in 
the first 10 months of 1952 than the 
record in 1951, a sharp increase in 
housing, started in the third quarter of 
1952, was expected to maintain a strong 
demand for both interior and exterior 
house paints in 1953. 


The defense program also will prob- 


ably continue to require relatively large 
amounts of paints and related products; 
it is believed to absorb indirectly ap- 
proximately 10 percent of the total out- 
put. 


Denmark Exports More Milk 
To U. S. Forces in Germany 


Danish exports of milk, cream, and 
cottage cheese to the U. S. forces in 
Germany reached record heights in 1952 
and realized a sum of about $2,460,000 
compared with $1,560,000 in 1951. 

The principal 1952 export items were 
as follows (1951 sales in parentheses): 
Fresh milk, 18,100,000 liters (11,600,- 
000); whipping cream, 159,679 liters 
(112,901); and cottage cheese, 443,340 
boxes (317,277). 

Exports of coffee cream and butter- 
milk to the U.S. forces in 1952 were also 
above the 1951 total. 


An additional 885,000 liters of fresh 
milk were furnished the Canadian and 


Norwegian brigades in Western Ger. 
many, 
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Indian Lac Industry 
Hit by Price Drop 


The Indian lac industry has been 
seriously affected by the slump in lac 
prices, which began in the first half 
of 1952, and the situation has been 
aggravated by competition from other 
materials, 


The price decline has adversely af- 
fected the Indian Lac Cess Committee’s 
plans for expansion of the industry and 
the need for increasing domestic con- 
sumption is being emphasized. 

The committee also has recommended 
the establishment of a government lab- 
oratory to analyze samples and issue 
certificates of quality. 

The lac industry is important to In- 
dia’s economy as it gives partial em- 
ployment to about 3,000,000 persons in 
the initial production stages and to sev- 
eral thousand more in the various proc- 
essing steps. 

Shellac also is a leading source of 
foreign exchange, as 90 percent of the 
output is normally exported. 


Turkish Raisin Output High 
In 1952; Exports Increased 


The 1952 raisin crop of the Aegean 
District of Turkey was estimated to 
total about 65,000 tons by the Izmir 
Chamber of Commerce and the Director 
of the Bornova Viticultural Station of 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 


Exports. of 1952 sultanas from Izmir, 
in the season August 23 to November 
30, 1952, totaled 20,603 tons, which 
was 1,600 tons more than exports in the 
like period of 1951. Of the 1952 exports, 
7,163 tons went to Germany, 3,055 tons 
to Great Britain, 3,022 tons to the 
Netherlands, and 2,893 tons to Italy. 
Only 24 tons went to the United States. 
The remainder was distributed among a 
number of other countries. 


Stocks of raisins in the hands of 
producers, cooperatives, and exporters 
at the beginning of December 1952 
amounted to about 35,000 tons; the 
exportable surplus was estimated at 
about 30,000 tons. 

The British Ministry of Food did not 
make its usual large purchase of sultanas 
in 1952 because of high prices charged 
by Turkey, in contrast with prices 
charged elsewhere. This lack of orders 
contributed materially to a discouraging 
season-long decline in the market. 








India Builds Chemical Plants 


The Government of India plans to es- 
tablish two plants at Sindri for the 
manufacture of ammonium nitrate and 
urea in addition to the ammonium- 
sulfate factory already in operation 
there. A third plant for the production 
of methanol also is under consideration. 
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World Nitrogen Output 
Over 5 Million Tons 


World output of nitrogen, ex- 
cluding the U.S.S.R., for agricul- 
tural purposes is estimated by 
Aikman (London) Ltd. at 4,660,- 
000 metric tons (N) in 1952-53 
and for industrial use at 840,000 
tons. 

Production in the U.S.S.R. was 
recently estimated at 250,000 tons 
annually. However, new plants 
have been erected in Central Asia 
and this figure may be too small. 











France Changes Extraction 
Rates for Wheat Flour 


The extraction rates for wheat flour 
produced for bread making in France 
were changed as of December 16, 1952, 
by the Ministry of Agriculture. 


The new regulations were issued to 
take into account the high specific 
weight (kilograms per hectoliter) of 


wheat produced in France in 1952, 
which, according to usually reliable 
sources, is running from 78 to 82 and is 
expected to average at least 80. This 
is much higher than the specific weight 
of the preceding crop, which averaged 
about 75. 

Regulations previously in force, re- 
quiring the extraction of flour at the 
rate of 3 points above the _ specific 
weight, made the average extraction 
rate for 1951-52 about 78 percent, al- 
though some new-crop wheat was milled 
at 81 percent and at even higher rates. 


For over-all food consumption pur- 
poses, 80 percent is considered an ap- 
propriate extraction rate to use for the 
1952-53 food year. 

The effect of the new extraction 
rates is to decrease the amount of 
flour and increase the amount of by- 
products that will be produced, com- 


New Theaters Planned 
For Netherlands 


Many new theaters will be needed in 
the Netherlands in the near future, The 
future population of Amsterdam’s newly 
built garden villages will require 4 or 
53 new theaters, and 12 new theaters 
have been projected for Rotterdam. 


Exhibitors are hesitant to build these 
new theaters, however, because of the 
present high amusement tax, They point 
out that building costs are high, about 


1,000 guilders per seat (1 guilder= 
US$0.26). Many of the present theaters 
in the large cities, moreover, need tech- 
nical improvements which have been 
postponed. 

In addition, exhibitors point out that 
attendance has decreased to its normal 
proportions (since 1946 attendance has 
declined by 30 percent) and the interest 
in cheaper seats is increasing. Attend- 
ance throughout the Netherlands re- 
mained stable in 1952, and was estimat- 
ed at 37,500,000 during the first 8 
months of the year, compared with 38,- 
500,000 in the like period of 1951. 


The Netherlands Motion Picture As- 
sociation hopes that plans to build new 
theaters will materialize after a drastic 
over-all reduction of amusement taxes 
has been accomplished. The Association 
reports that the struggle for reduction 
of amusement taxes is being won slowly 
but surely. The municipal governments 
in several more towns and villages have 
lowered the tax rate from 35 percent to 
25 or 20 percent, and the matter of re- 
duced taxes is now under study by sev- 
eral other municipalities, including Rot- 
terdam. 





pared with that which would have been 
produced under the old regulations. The 
1952-53 extraction rate is higher than 
the 1951-52 rate only because of the 
heavy ‘weight of 1952 wheat, which is 
only partly offset by the new regulation. 





Cuban Government Aids Film Production 


An Executive Commission for the 
Film Industry was endowed by decree- 


law No. 565 of November 28, 1952, with 
powers to stimulate Cuban film pro- 
duction. 

This decree-law authorizes the com- 
mission to advance producers up to 33 
percent of the production costs of a 
film, against subsequent repayment from 
receipts. In addition to helping finance 
production costs, this provision of the 
law in effect underwrites 33 percent of 
the producer’s losses. 


The law also empowers the commis- 
sion to acquire studios and production 
equipment, to lease these facilities to 
private producers at low cost, to hire 


studio personnel as necessary, and to 
promote the film industry’s development 
in other respects with the funds at the 
commission’s disposal. 

It is understood that the commission’s 
operations will be financed by special 
drawings of the national lottery, a 
source of funds already used to finance 
construction of the government-owned 
“Film City” completed this year in the 
suburbs of Habana. 

The film city studios have not yet 
been put to use, because production 
equipment is lacking and local entrepre- 
neurs are hesitant to undertake feature- 
length film production in the face of 
the indifferent box-office returns of 
films previously made in Cuba. 
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Economic Position of Argentina 
(Continued from Page 6) 


small awaiting conclusion of the Ancglo- 
Argentine agreement which was not 
signed until December 31, 1952. 


There was an increase of about 400 
million pesos in foreign exchange re- 
serves held by the Central Bank dur- 
ing the last 3 months, as against the 
nearly continuous declines of the past 
2 years. The gain arose mainly from 
dollar and sterling exchange earned 
from wool exports, stimulated by the 
more favorable exchange rates granted 
last July. Argentina’s deficit position in 
clearing accounts under trade agree- 
ments with other countries, principally 
European, appeared not to rise further 
during the fourth quarter, as Central 
Bank statements showed practically no 
increase in foreign liabilities. 


After a year of relative austerity, the 
announcement by the Government on 
December 1 of its second Five Year 
Plan, which was scheduled to begin 
January 1, 1953, was a stimulating 
factor in closing the quarter on a better 
level than had been expected. The total 
cost of 33,500 million pesos represents 
about the same percentage of national 
income as the first Five Year Plan, 
1947-51. 

The objectives of the new plan to 
build automotive and _ transportation 
equipment have encouraged the iron 
and steel and machinery industries, but 
appreciable advance on these plans must 


necessarily await additional foreign ex- 
change availabilities. The new plan rep- 
resents a continuation and consolidation 
of Government economic policies but 
differs in the important respect that it 
places major emphasis on development 
and expansion of agriculture—Emb., 
Buenos Aires. 





Italian Foreign Trade Deficit 
(Continued from Page 3) 


there probably -will be some retreat 
from this policy. 


Recent U. S. actions increasing cer- 
tain duties and imposing some quantita- 
tive import restrictions have had only 
a modest direct effect on Italy’s dollar 
exports, but the psychological effect in 


Italy of these actions has been signifi- 
cant, 


U. S. Firm To Study Cuban 
Hydroelectric Prospects 


An American engineering firm is re- 
ported to have signed an agreement 
in December with the National Agri- 
cultural and Industrial Development 
Bank of Cuba to study the possibility 
of developing hydroelectric facilities, 
utilizing waters of the Hanabanilla, 
Negro, and Guanayara Rivers in the 
vicinity of Cienfuegos, Las Villas Pro- 
vince. 

The results of the survey are to be 
submitted within 9 months. In the event 
of a favorable report, it is proposed to 
establish ‘a hydroelectric plant at the 


site of the Hanabanilla Falls near the 
city of Cienfuegos. 





Table 2.—Italian Foreign Trade With United States and Dollar Area 
[Monthly averages in millions of dollars] 








IMPORTS! EXPORTS! TRADE BALANCE 
. United Total United Total United Total 
pe ph States $ Area States $ Area States $ Area 
950-51: 
I ene Re: 30.7 34.2 7.5 12.- —23.2 —22.2 
BE NEE siding meenighirhgines 16.0 21.5 9.6 16.2 — 6.4 — 5.3 
|. TEAR E.* 23. 29.5 8.7 14.5 —14.7 —15.0 
Ce, CI ici csesinttepcnsnecedanaiatn 41.5 48.5 8.9 15.7 —32.6 —33.8 
1951-52: 
Ri MNO Sepncincontacesizovbisnenecs mvs 48.6 63.2 9.6 14.1 —39.0 © —49.1 
> ee eee 33.8 43.7 10.3 15.8 —23.5 —27.9 
, 2... rrr eS ae 42.2 53.2 10.3 14.3 —31.9 —38.9 
GE: TEE» ecdccectstciccinlnneteees §3.1 63.3 10.0 16.1 —43.1 —47.2 
1952-53: 
SUNN | ct enieinsescetttiaieahtutipiawhientintestatioa 52.5 64.8 10.1 15.1 —42.4 —49.7 
DO ERLE 45.9 49.5 11.0 14.6 —34.9 —34.9 
COE so niecnssiechsabvciseseconsosied 29.2 38.9 11.4 16.3 —17.8 —22.6 
eR aac ee Ene 42.5 61.1 10.8 15.3 —31.7 —35.8 


1 Imports are given in c.i.f., and exports, f.o.b. 


Source: 


Italian Central Institute of Statistics. 
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The Business Situation 


A succinct and timely report—with charts— 
on the whole range of monthly develop- 
ments, evaluated to provide a basis for 
understanding current business trends. 


Special Articles 


The critically important developments are 
analyzed by staff members who relate re- 
cent trends to long-range business and gov- 
ernment operations, using background and 
source materials often not available else- 
where. 


‘Monthly Business Statistics 
Over 2,500 different series ere included 


each month. 


Fast Weekly Service 


A 4-page statistical supplement, giving the 
latest figures on all important indicators 
of business activity, is mailed every week, 
at no extra charge. 
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Czechoslovakia Plans To Complete Holland East Asia Line 
Oder-Danube Canal Construction 


Czechoslovakia plans to resume in 1955 a project started by Ger- 
many in 1938, which involves the building of a canal connecting the 
Oder and the Danube Rivers, thereby providing a continuous waterway 


from the Baltic to the Black Sea, 


Plans for resuming the construction of this canal were made during 


a recent meeting held at Brunn, ac- 
cording to the December 1952 issue of 
Sehiffahrt und Strom, a bimonthly pub- 
lication of the Austrian Rhine-Main- 
Danube Association. The article states 
that only 5 kilometers of the canal were 
completed during the war, and that the 
original plan will not now be followed 
by the Czechs. 
Original Plan Changed 

The new plan, instead of using the 
waters of the March, the Betschwa, and 
the Oder Rivers, will start the canal at 
Kosel, in Silesia, and terminate at The- 
ben near Bratislava, without using the 
natural course of these rivers. 

If the canal extends from Kosel to 
Theben, as proposed, it will be 307 kilo- 
meters long and deep enough to facili- 
taté the movement of 1,000-ton barges. 

It is estimated that its construction 
will require approximately 8 years at a 
total cost of 25 billion crowns, or $500,- 
000,000. The only difficulty anticipated 
is the low water level of the Moravian 
rivers, which will particularly affect the 
southern section of the canal during the 
summer months. 

Instead of constructing expensive 
dams, it is proposed to pump the neces- 
sary supply of water from the Danube, 
which would also provide extensive irri- 
gation of southern Moravia, which 
threatens to turn into desert land. 

To improve the irrigation system, 
which will extend as far as Auspitz, it 
is planned to build reservoirs, one near 
Wisternitz-Thaya and one south of Go- 
ding. This irrigation system will also 
connect the projected harbor of Brunn 
with the Danube-Oder canal. , 


Savings Would Be Effected 


_Construction of this canal, it is re- 
ported, would result in a considerable 
saving in transportation charges on 
shipments of Swedish iron ore, as well 
as on imports of ore from Kriwoj Rog 
in the Soviet Union. 

Ore shipments from Sweden at pres- 
ent can be transported only by water as 
far as Kosel in Silesia. The proposed 
canal would allow these shipments to 
continue to move by water directly to 
the Ostrau industrial area at an esti- 
mated annual saving. of 135,750,000 
crowns. The Soviet Union’s share of 
Czechoslovak imports of iron ore in- 
creased from 38.6 percent in 1948 to 61.3 
percent in 1951, or an estimated amount 
of approximately 1.5 million tons an- 
nually, 
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These Soviet ore shipments are a 
heavy load on the railroads of Slovakia 
and southern Poland. For this reason, 
increasing quantities of ore are being 
shipped by water via the Danube as far 
as Komorn, Hungary, where transship- 
ment to rail is made for onward move- 
ment to Ostrau. 

The advantage of the Danube route 
for these shipments will be further en- 
hanced by, the completion in the near 
future of a canal between Cernavoda 
and Constanza, in Rumania, which will 
shorten the distance by 200 kilometers. 





lrish Transport Co. 
Raises Fares, Rates 


Faced with still higher operation 
costs, Coras Iompair Eireann (CIE), 
Ireland’s publicly owned transportation 
System, once more is augmenting its 
rates and fares, this time by 7% per- 
cent, for rail, road, and canal services. 
The increase is to take effect in Febru- 
ary. 

Following a passenger fare increase 
of 12% percent and a freight increase of 
16-2/3 percent in September 1951, CIE 
imposed a 5-percent surcharge on rates 
and fares in July 1952, except in Dublin. 
This additional charge was also designed 
to offset operational costs and reduce 
the company’s seemingly ever-growing 
deficit. 

These increases, as reported in the 
Dublin press, will provide 85 percent of 
the £700,430 additional costs with which 
the system has been faced since April 
of last year. The remaining costs are 
to come from other economies. 





Public Telephone System 
Installed in Liberia 


A new telephone system, completely 
Government owned and operated, was 
recently inaugurated in Liberia. 

This is the third public telephone 
system to be installed in the country. 
All other systems in use are privately 
owned and limited to company use. 

The new system will service the city 
of Monrovia with the exception of a 
small area east of James Spriggs Payne 
Airport. Future plans call for service 
throughout the country, and 350 of the 
ultimate 1,200 telephones are now in- 
Stalled. 


To Increase Sailings 


The Holland East Asia Line, one of 
the lines operated by the United Nether- 
land Navigation Co., The Hague, recent- 
ly announced that effective January 
1953 the number of sailings from Europe 
to the Far East will be increased from 
12 to 18 a year. 


The company’s vessels will continue 
to load at Hamburg, Bremen, Antwerp, 
Rotterdam, and Genoa, but the ports of 
discharge will not be the same for all 
ships. In the future there will be bi- 
monthly sailings from Europe on each 
of the following routes: 


@ Route A to: Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Manila, Keelung, Kobe, Yokohama, 
Otaru. 


@ Route B to: Penang, Port Swetten- 
ham, Singapore, Hong Kong, Taku Bar, 
Tsingtao, Kobe, Nagoya, Yokohama. 


@ Route C to: Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Manila, Keelung, Kobe, Nagoya, Yoko- 
hama. 


It is expected that in the future there 
will be six sailings a year to Penang, 
Port Swettenham, Taku Bar, Tsingtao, 
and Otaru; 12 sailings a year to Manila, 
Keelung, and Nagoya; and 18 sailings a 
year to Singapore, Hong Kong, Kobe, 
and Yokohama. 

Some ports, such as Taku Bar and 
Tsingtao in Communist China, which 
are now included in the regular sailing 
schedule of the Holland East Asia Line, 
formerly were visited only occasionally 
by the vessels of this company. 





Danish Merchant Tonnage 
Shows Further Increase 


Danish passenger and freight ship- 
ping in the first 11 months of 1952 
totaled 1,343,000 gross registered tons, 
an increase of 25 percent over the pre- 
war level, according to the Danish press, 

Additions in the 11-month period con- 
sisted of 94,000 tons of motor ships, of 
which 23,000 tons was in tankers and 
16,000 tons in other vessels. The 27,000 
tons sold and the 6,000 tons lost or 
scrapped in the period were steam- 
propelled. Seventy-two percent of the 
fleet now consists of motorships. 

About half of the 1952 additions were 
Danish-built. Contracts let in 1952 for 
new buildings amounted to 100,000 gross 
registered tons, compared with 180,000 
tons. in 1951. By the end of the year 
additional tonnage contracted for 
amounted to about 460,000 tons, a con- 
siderable part of which is tankers. 
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France Adopts Plan for 
Highway Improvement 


A decree creating a 5-year plan for 
improvement of the French national 
highway system was recently adopted by 
the Assembly as originally authorized by 
the December 1951 bill establishing a 
special highway fund. 

The plan will torm a basis for na- 
tional highway construction and im- 
provement, other than normal mainte- 
nance, during the next 5 years. 


The principal objectives include crea- 
tion of an organized road network with 
arterial super highways on main routes, 
removal of bottlenecks by means of by- 
passes around villages and towns, elim- 
ination of many grade crossings, and im- 
provement of approaches to larger 
cities. 

The plan also includes provision for 
funds for a highway tunnel under Mt. 
Blanc and completion of work around 
reconstructed projects in war-damaged 
areas. P 

Funds for execution of the plan are 
to come from shares (probably about 10 
percent) of the return from taxes on 
motor fuel and oil, which are expected 
to reach 15 billion francs in 1953. 

No provision is foreseen for special 
budget appropriation to the special high- 
way fund, as had been provided in the 
1951 legislation which established this 
fund. 


Philippine Phone System To 
Be Improved, Expanded 


Approximately 9.3 million pesos will 
be expended on improvement and ex- 
pansion of the telephone system in the 
Philippines in the next 2 years. 

New installations in 1952 totaled 
11,633, which brings total instruments 
in service in the Islands to 34,964. The 
prewar maximum number was 30,635. 


New Zealand Sets Higher 
Rates on Communications 


Postage, telephone, and _ telegraph 
charges were increased by the New 
Zealand Post and Telegraph Depart- 
ment on January 1, 1953. 

The Postmaster-General gave the De- 
partment’s operating losses as the rea- 
son for these increases. The most im- 
portant factors contributing to the 
losses were recent general wage in- 
creases and rises in costs of equipment, 





Telephone rentals rose by 25 percent, 
over-all postal charges 10 percent, toll 
charges 15 percent, and telegraph 
charges 7 percent. 
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Indian International, Internal Airlines 
May Be Run by Separate Corporations 


India’s airline nationalization pro- 
gram now calls for the formation of 
two aviation corporations to organize 
and administer international and inter- 
nal services separately, according to a 
report in‘the Times of India. of Janu- 
ary 28. 

J. R. D. Tata, prominent Indian in- 
dustrialist and director of one of India’s 
largest airlines, will serve as chairman 
of the international airline directorate, 
which will also include three directors 
with business backgrounds, and three 
with administrative, financial, and tech- 
nical experience. 

The Government of India reportedly 
is seeking a suitable chairman for the 
domestic airline directorate, to be sim- 
ilarly constituted. 

This development, if confirmed, will 
alter somewhat the terms of the Indian 
Airways Corporation bill, which is ex- 


Netherlands TV Industry 
Seeks Government Aid 


Netherlands television will come to 
an end next year unless its gets Govern- 
ment aid in the amount of 20 million 
guilders for the next 10 years, J. W. 
Rengelink, Secretary of the Nether- 
lands Television Foundation, has stated. 

Television is in its infancy in the 
Netherlands. Regular programs were 
begun in October 1951 for a 2-year ex- 
perimental period. Broadcasts are made 
only about 4 hours a week, and sales 
of television receivers consequently have 
been small. 

The cost of programs is met ,from 
radio licenses. Television is run by the 
four radio organizations, and there are 
no commercial sponsors. The Govern- 
ment is studying the whole project, a 
Government spokesman said. 

Whether Government aid is obtained 
or not it is doubtful that TV will be 
abandoned as too much is invested in it, 
it possibly will be “commercialized” to 
subsidize development, informed sources 
state. 








New Route Granted 
Resort Airlines 


Resort Airlines has _ received 
permission from the Cuban Gov- 
ernment to operate from Miami 
via Habana to Guatemala and/or 
Mexico and return. 

This route is in addition to its 
present authorized routes from 
Miami via Habana to the Ba- 
hamas, Haiti, Dominican Republic, 
and Jamaica. 

The airline is authorized ‘ to 
make these tourist flights during 
all months.of the year. 











pected to be introduced in the House 
of the People soon after February 11. 

The Government of India and private 
airline operators, according to earlier 
unofficial reports, had rea¢hed agree- 
ment during the course of negotiations 
beginning in October 1952 on the 
formation of a single Government- 
controlled corporation, and on the terms 
of compensation to be paid to the pri- 
vate airlines. 





Japanese Corporation NHK 
Licensed for Television 


The Govenment-owned Japan Broad- 
casting Corporation (NHK) on Decem- 
ber 27, 1952, was granted a “prelimi- 
nary” television license by the Radio 
Regulatory Bureau of the Ministry of 
Postal Services. 

Under this license, NHK will be per- 
mitted. to begin regular television 
broadcasts in the Tokyo area with its 
present 5-kw. transmitter, which has 
thus far been used only experimentally, 
and will also be authorized to proceed 
with the construction of a new 10-kw. 
transmitting station. 

When the new transmitter is installed, 
NHK will apply for a permanent license. 
Funds to finance this undertaking, 
amounting to 295,640,000 yen ($821,000), 
were provided in the supplementary 
budget for the current fiscal year ap- 
proved by the Diet late in December. 


NHK estimaes that its regular broad- 
casts, scheduled to commence in Febru- 
ary, will initially reach 2,100 sets, on 
which a monthly charge of 200 yen 
(about 55 cents in U. S. currency) will 
be made. The broadcasts will be on a 
frequency of 105 megacycles, 525 lines, 
30 frames. 


A private concern, Japan Television 
Network Co., also has been granted a 
license to broadcast television, but it 
has not yet been able to import the 
necessary transmitting equipment from 
the United States. 





New Developments Affect 
Iranian Civil Aviation 


On January 8, 1953, Air France in- 
stituted a third flight per week to Teh- 
ran. These flights are now made on 
Saturdays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. 


As of January 1, 1953, the rial equi- 
valent of international air tickets was 
increased. This increase, the second in 
the past 7 months, was caused by the 
increase in the open market rate of 
foreign exchange. 

The rate at which tickets were pre- 
viously converted was 66 rials per $1. 
It is now 71.40 rials per $1. Passengers 
may purchase international air tickets 
in foreign exchange or the rial equi- 
valent. 











TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 








U.S. MERCHANT MARINE NEWS 


Fourteen war-damaged vessels now 
lying in foreign areas are offered for 
sale by the Maritime Administration. 

The current list includes the liner 
President Coolidge,.which was sunk in 
1942 at the entrance of Espiritu Santo 
Harbor, New Hebrides. 

Invitation is offered for bids on the 
vessels on an as-is, where-is basis, with 
the stipulation that the craft must be 
scrapped by the successful bidder. 

Bidding is not restricted to citizens of 
the United States. 





Ship arrivals and departures through 
the Golden Gate in 1952 set postwar rec- 
ords. However, the port’s business was a 
little behind that of 1951 in tonnage 
handled. 

A total of 4,935 oceangoing vessels en- 
tered the harbor and 4,861 departed, ac- 
cording to reports of the Maritime Ex- 
change and the Board of State Harbor 
Commissioners. 

Estimates indicate that cargoes go- 
ing across San Francisco piers were 250,- 
000 tons under those of 1951. Most of 
the declines were said to be attributable 
to slackening of war cargoes and a lesser 
flow of economic aid to Southeast Asia 
and Western Europe. 





The Military Sea Transportation Serv- 
ice reports that it has taken four Liber- 
ty ships on a voyage charter basis to 
carry merchandise from North Atlantic 
ports to the Far East. Two of the ves- 
sels are reported to be scheduled for 
trips to Japan at $150,000 a trip, and 
two for trips to Korea at $170,000 a 
trip. 


Steamship service from New York to 
Colombia has been stepped up to the 
highest level since the war. Eight ship 
lines currently in this trade provide ship- 
pers with 66 calls at ports in Colombia, 
almost double the number provided on 
this service a year ago. 





Panama Line will begin making regu- 
lar southbound and northbound calls at 
Port au Prince, Haiti, for the first time 
since the outbreak of World War II 
when its passenger liner Ancon sails in 
February for Crist6bal, the line has an- 
nounced. 





The 20,000-ton passenger liner ordered 
by Shaw Saville & Albion Co., Ltd., from 
Harland & Wolff, Ltd., will be of revolu- 
tionary design, with~the propelling ma- 
chinery aft and no specialized space for 
the carriage of cargo. 

This design will permit an unprece- 
dented amount of space in the center of 
the ship to be devoted to passenger ac- 
commodation. 

The new idea was initiated by the 
French shipping industry and used in 
modified form in the 8,000-gross-ton 
passenger liner El Djezair, completed 
last year. 





The Military Sea Transportation Serv- 
ice has announced it would like offers 
of additional American-flag cargo ships 
which will be available either in North 
Atlantic ports or in the Gulf of Mexico 
before the end of February. 

The agency set no closing date for 
offers but states that all bids will be 
considered as offers. 


Netherlands To Improve 
Inland Waterways 


A program for important water- 
ways projects in the Netherlands 
in 1953, totaling almost 20 million 
guilders, has been announced by its 
Minister of Transport and Water- 
ways. The draft budget for 1953 
has been revised accordingly. 


One of the principal projects is 
improvement of Nieuwe Water- 
weg, the canal leading from Hook 
of Holland to Rotterdam, to enable « 
40,000-ton tankers, which are now 
able to enter few world ports, to 
sail up to Rotterdam. 
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BOAC Plans To Extend 
Its Tourist Services 


British Overseas Airways has com- 
pleted plans for new tourist services to 
many parts of the world-this year, the 
corporation has announced. 


Beginning on March 1 these services, 
at greatly reduced fares, will be intro- 
duced progressively throughout the 
year: 


@ The first, on March 1, will operate 
between London and Central Africa, 
terminating at Lusaka, Northern Rho- 
desia. 


@ On April 1 tourist services will 
begin from London to Singapore and 
Hong Kong, and to the Middle East, 
including Cairo, Beirut, Damascus and 
Lod. 


® In October tourist flights to the 
Persian Gulf, Pakistan, India, and Cey- 


lon, and also to South Africa will 
begin. 





Telephone Service Soon Will 
Link All Egyptian Oases 


The Inspector General of Egyptian 
State Telephones and Telegraphs an- 
nounces that a telephone line recently 
has been established between Siwa 
Oasis and Mersa Matruh, and within-an- 
other 2 months another telephone line 
will connect the Kharga Oasis. 


Eventual plans call for similar tele- 
phone connections with all the oases of 
Egypt. 

A special tariff which will permit in- 
habitants of the oasis to get in touch 
with any city of Egypt for not more 
than 100 milliems ($0.29) is under con- 
sideration. 

Steps also are being taken to provide 
telephone service along the Red Sea 
border to include Kosseir and Ras 
Ghareb. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





"Flora 1953" Will Be 
Held in Netherlands 


“Flora 1953,” the International Flow- 
er Show, will be held this year from 
March 14 to May 14, under the auspices 
of the Algemene Vereniging voor Bloem- 
pollen Cultuur (General Association for 
Flower Bulb Cultivation) in Haarlem, 
Netherlands. . 

Similar exhibitions were held in 1910, 
1925, and 1935. “Flora 1953” is being 
organized on a much more lavish scale 


than any previous show, both as to 
scope and design. The management 
hopes that the number of visitors may 


‘exceed the 600,000 in 1935, of which 


200,000 were from abroad. 


This show is a professional exhibition 
covering all aspects of bulbs, orna- 
mental flowers, and shrubs grown in the 
Netherlands. It includes bulb flowers, 
hothouse products, carnations, roses, 
azaleas, orchids, coniferous and flower- 
ing shrubs, flowers and plants from Bel- 
gium, and summer flowers. 


In addition to all the well-known 
commercial varieties, numerous other 
varieties, the products of painstaking 
improvements effected in ornamental 
horticulture during the past few years, 
will be on display. 

An international jury, drawn from 
leading floricultural experts all over 
the world, will judge the products ex- 
hibited. The opinions of this interna- 
tional jury are valued very highly in 
trade circles, in view of the fact that 
the greater part of Holland’s flowers 
and bulbs are exported abroad. Hol- 
land’s horticulturists are vitally inter- 
ested in ascertaining precisely the vary- 
ing standards used abroad in apprais- 
ing varieties, growth, flowering, color, 
form, and other floral characteristics. 

Further information may be obtained 
from H. C. Vermeulen, Director, Inter- 
national Flower Show, “Flora 1953” 
Heemstede Haarlem, Netherlands. 





Date Changed for New 
Delhi Railway Show 


The Indian Railways Exhibition 
at New Delhi, originally scheduled 
to open February 28, 1953, will 
now open March 4, 1953. The 
closing date remains the same, 
April 17, 1953. However, the man- 
agement states that if the closing - 
date is extended the exhibits must 
remain until the end of the exhibi- 
tion, as provided in the contracts. 

Information concerning this 
event may be found in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly of November 

17, 1952, page 25. 
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Home Furnishings To Be Shown in Paris 


The Twenty-second Salon des Arts 
Menagers (Household Equipment and 
Home Furnishings Exposition) will be 
held in Paris from February 26 to 
March 22, 1953. 

Attendance at this annual event un- 
der the auspices of the Comite Francais 
des Expositions reached an _ all-time 
high of some 1,156,000 persons in 1952, 

The exhibition covered a space of 
36,000 square meters (1 sq. m/~10.76 
sq. ft.). Of the 1,200 exhibitors, 1,156 
displayed products of French manufac- 
ture. Products of foreign origin, in most 
instances, were exhibited by the French 
subsidiaries or agents of the foreign 
manufacturers. Forty-four manufactur- 
ers from 10 countries (United States, 


Great Britain, Germany, Switzerland, 
Netherlands, Rumania, Sweden, Spain, 
Hungary, and Czechoslovakia) were 
represented at the Salon. According to 
exposition officials, preliminary data in- 





Agricultural Machinery on 
Exhibition in Brussels 


Further evidence of the expanding 
European production of farm machinery 
is expected at the Thirty-third Interna- 
tional Farm Machinery Exhibit to be 
held in Brussels from February 15-22 
under the sponsorship of the Belgian 
Government. 


The pattern of this annual event is 
expected to remain the same as in past 
years with new machines on display, 
some of which have been developed by 
American companies. 

The fair management has announced 
that some 365 firms will have exhibits 
of a value estimated at $2 million. The 
12 countries participating are the 
United States, Germany, Great Britain, 
Austria, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Sweden, and Czechoslovakia. 


The exhibits will be housed in eight 
halls having a total floor space of 
62,000 square meters (1 sq. m.—10.76 
sq. ft.). 


Further information may be obtained 
from the Salon de l’Agriculture, 29 rue 
de Spa, Brussels, Belgium, or from the 
Belgian Embassy, 1780 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 





THE CONVERSION OF ZANZI- 
BAR’S antiquated “direct current elec- 
tric power system to alternating cur- 
rent, 230 volts, is progressing to such 
an extent that the change-over is ex- 
pected to be completed by mid-1954. 
The new modern power system will cost 
approximately £250,000. 


dicated that total sales negotiated 
greatly exceeded the volume of business 
transacted at the 1951 event, when or- 
ders valued at 5 billion French frances 
(approximately US$14,300,000) were 
placed. 


A wide variety of products are ex- 
hibited, such as household equipment, 
home furnishings, electrical appliances 
and equipment, furniture, musical in- 
struments, crystalware, glassware, 
chinaware; metal ~goods, cutlery and 
kitchen aids; upholstery and drapery 
materials; wallpapers, paints and in- 
terior-decorating materials; plumbing 
fixtures; heating systems; foodstuffs, 
confectionery, wines, champagnes, 
liqueurs, and nonalcoholic beverages. 


Many new improvements in home 
consumer goods were featured in the 
1952 event, but no basically new prod- 
ucts were presented. The furniture and 
interior-decorating exhibits, many of 
which were shown in home settings, are 
reported to have enjoyed the greatest 
“audience appeal.” 

The information center of the Ameri- 
can Embassy, in collaboration with the 
French Ministry of Public Works, set 
up an exhibit of some 500 items of 
household equipment selected by the 
New York Museum of Modern Art. En- 
titled “Design for Use, U. S. A.,” the 
exhibit demonstr@ted the use of new 
materials and new techniques in United 
States mass-produced articles. Over 
500,000 persons are estimated to have 
visited the U. S. exhibit housed in a 
special pavilion. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the General Manager, Salon des 
Arts Menagers, Grand Palais, Porte H, 
Paris, France, or from the Office of the 
Commercial Counselor, French Em- 
bassy, 2129 Wyoming Avenue, NW., 
Washington, D-C. 





Electronic, Radio Fittings 
On Exhibition in Paris 


An exhibition of electronic and radio 
parts, tubes, and measuring equipment 
will be held in Paris from February 28 
to March 4, 1953. 

The 1952 show was commercial in 
nature and intended primarily for man- 
ufacturers of consumer radio equipment 
and was limited to the products of 
French manufacturers. Attendance was 
confined largely to manufacturers of 
radio, television, and other electronic 
equipment, and to engineers and tech- 
nicians in this field. It was open to for- 
eign buyers. 

Further information may be obtained 
from International Electronic Tubes, 
Radioelectric Measuring Equipment Ex- 
hibition, 23 rue de Lubech, Paris, 
France, 
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Commercial Vehicles To 
Be Shown in Amsterdam 


Two international commercial expo- 
sitions will be held in Amsterdam in 
1953, under the auspices of the Nether- 
lands association, “The Bicycle and 
Automobile Industry” (Nederlandsche 
Vereeniging “De Rijwiel—en Automo- 
biel-Industrie,” abbreviated R. A. I.). 

The thirty-first exposition will be held 
in the R. A. I.’s permanent exposition 
building, consisting of a large hall with 
an area of approximately 10,000 square 
meters (1 sq.m.=10.76 sq. ft.) and a 
small hall about 3,000 square meters in 
area. The thirty-second exposition will 
have in addition to these halls a tem- 
porary building to be constructed with 
7,000 square meters floor space. 

The fair management expects about 
130 firms to participate in each of 
these expositions. Although foreign ex- 
hibitors will not participate directly, it 
is expected that most of them will par- 
ticipate in one or the other through 
their Netherlands agents or distribu- 
tors. The fair management also indi- 
cates that products will be on display 
from the United States, Italy, Switzer- 
land, England, Western Germany, East- 
ern Germany, Czgchoslovakia, and 
Sweden. 

The thirty-first R. A, I. Exposition 
will be held from February 27 to March 
8, 1953, with displays of motorcycles, 
side cars, scooters, “buzz-bikes,” bicy- 
cles, and accessories, in the R. A. I. 
Building, Ferdinand Bolstraat 155, Am- 
sterdam. 

The previous motorcycle show was 
held in Amsterdam in February 1951. 
Some 90,000 visitors attended, and 80 
exhibitors reportedly were well satis- 
fied with the transactions effected. The 
last bicycle show was held at least 25 
years ago. 

The thirty-second R. A. I. Exposition 
will be held in the R. A. I. building 
from April 23-May 2, 1953. Commer- 


cial vehicles such as trucks, truck trac- . 


tors, busses, house trailers, truck trail- 
ers, and automobile accessories and 
parts will be on exhibit. The former 
commercial vehicle show was held. in 
Amsterdam in March 1950, when ap- 
proximately $5,000,000 worth of com- 
mercial vehicles was viewed by some 
44,000 persons. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Bicycle and Automobile Indus- 
try Association, R. A. I., De Laires- 
sestraat 13, Amsterdam-Z, Netherlands, 
or from W. P. Hasselman, Chief Trade 
Commissioner, Netherlands Trade Com- 
mission, 41 East Forty-second Street, 
New York 17, N. Y. 
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Sample Fair Scheduled 
At New Orleans 


The Third International Sample 
Fair is scheduled to be held at the 
International Trade Mart, New 
Orleans, from February 18 to 25, 
1953, under the Mart’s program to 
encourage greater imports into 
the Mississippi Valley. 

This year’s fair will bring to- 
gether the products of at least 12 
foreign countries and will be built 
around the permanent commercial 
centers maintained in the Mart 
by a number of foreigh countries. 

Whereas the first two sample 
fairs were confined to gift mer- 
chandise, the 1953 fair has been 
broadened to include foodstuffs, 
textiles, wearing apparel, and 
hardware. 

The greater part of the exhibits, 
however, will be devoted to gift 
merchandise such as jewelry, toys, 
china and glassware leather prod- 
ucts, and handicrafts. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from Clay Shaw, Managing 
Director, International Trade 
Mart, New Orleans, La. 











New Lines of Toys To 


Be Shown in New York 


The third International Toy Exhibit 
will be held March 9-13, 1953, at Hotel 
Governor Clinton, New York City, un- 


der the organization and management 
of International Trade Shows, New 
York. 


Only imported merchandise of inter- 
est to buyers of toys, novelties, and re- 
lated items may be displayed. Among 
the countries displaying new lines of 
toys this year will be Belgium, England, 
France, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Ja- 
pan, and Switzerland. 


In 1952, one hundred manufacturers 
from 11 countries had displays includ- 
ing -electrical, clockwork, and friction 
toys; a wide variety of stuffed animals; 
dolis of all types, including many char- 
acter dolls; educational toys; miniature 
lead soldiers and other figures; games; 
novelties of all kinds; Christmas orna- 
ments; and party favors. 


The ingenuity of the toy makers and 
the beauty and workmanship of their 
products were outstanding features of 
the exhibit. Exhibit space and the 
number of exhibitors at the 1952 show 
were double those at the 1951 event. 


Further information may be obtained 
from Mr. Gottfried Neuburger, Inter- 
national Trade Shows, 509 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York 17, N. Y. 


Dusseldorf Is Host 
To Radio, TV Event 


The German Radio and Television 
Exhibition will be held again in Dussel- 
dorf from February 27 to March 8, 1953, 
after a lapse of 3 years. 


The German-American Trade Promo- 
tion Office at 350 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, indicates that manufacturers in 
Western Germany and Western Berlin 
will present a comprehensive exhibition 
of new designs. ° 

Equipment expected to be featured at 
this exhibition includes new wireless set 
models, most efficient in the ultra-short- 
wave range, with high reproduction fidel- 
ity; new types of amplifier valves which 
will allow good ultra-short-wave recep- 
tion even in low-cost wireless sets; and 
short-wave wireless sets for all fre- 
quencies up to 30 megacycles with par- 
ticular emphasis on short-wave sets for 
use in the tropics. 


Further information may be obtained 
from Henri A. Abt, German American 
Trade Promotion Office, Suite 6921, Em- 
pire State Building, 350 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 1, N. Y. 


Exhibition Space at Nice 
Oversubscribed in January 


The annual Nice Fair will be held 
February 21 to March 9, 1953, at Nice 
under the auspices of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Nice and of the Maritime 
Alps. 

By January 1953 all stands for this 
year’s had been rented and applications 
of 567 firms were turned down for lack 
of space. : 

Selection of firms for the 1953 fair 
was limited to manufacturers or pro- 
ducers or their exclusive agents. Coun- 
tries expected to participate this year 
are Italy, Benelux, Austria, and North 
African countries. 

Display space consists of a temporary 
huilding with 10,000 square meters (1 
sq. m.=10.76 sq. ft.) of floor space and 
outdoor space of 10,000 square meters, 
Consideration is being given to the con- 
struction of a modern 15,000-square- 
meter building. 

In 1952, 300,000 persons, one-third of 
whom were foreign, viewed the displays 
of 600 firms among whom were 3 repre- 
sentatives of American firms and 115 
from other foreign countries. Emphas- 
ized in display or advertising were hotel 
equipment, food handling and restau- 
rant equipment, sports and travel, art 
industries (ceramics, jewelry, etc.), 
smart clothing, perfumery, radios and 
electrical appliances, furniture, and 
agriculture. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Foire de Nice, 8 Place Massena, 
Nice, France, or from the Office of the 
Commercial Counselor, French Embassy, 
2129 Wyoming Avenue, NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C, y 
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Export Quotas Set for 


‘Sulfur Insecticides 


_ copper 


The first-quarter 1953 export quota for 
copper sulfate produced from domestic 
has been set at 25,000,000 

nds, and the combined quota for 
sulfur formulations and agricultural sul- 
fur at 41,000,000 pounds, the Office of 
International Trade has announced. 


Traditionally, exports of copper sul- 
fate from the United States have been 
principally to Latin American countries, 
and since controls were established for 
this commodity in December 1951, li- 
censing has been largely to those coun- 
tries. In view of the recent improvement 
in the world supply, OIT will consider 
first-quarter applications for limited 
shipments to other areas in order to 
give American exporters an opportunity 
to broaden their market for this prod- 
uct. 
Although there is no formal period 
for filing export-license applications, li- 
censing will begin during the first half 
of February. 

The first-quarter quota of copper sul- 


fate, at 25,000,000 pounds, is the same 
as the preceding quarter, Copper sulfate 
has two major uses: As a fungicide and 
in the mining industry as a flotation 
agent in the separation of lead and zinc. 
The product is classified under Schedule 
B No. 820100 (copper sulfate or blue 
vitriol) and No. 839900 (copper sulfate 
including basic and tri-basic copper sul- 
fate). 

The first-quarter quota of 41,000,000 
pounds (sulfur content) for sulfur for- 
mulations containing 20 percent or more 
sulfur (Schedule B No. 820588) and 
agricultural sulfur not elsewhere classi- 
fied (No. 820589) compares with the 24,- 
445,000 pounds set as the fourth-quarter 
quota and reflects a substantial im- 
provement in supply. 

In a revision of the fourth-quarter 


quota (announced in Foreign Commerce ~ 


Weekly, Dec. 29, 1952, p. 20) OIT said 
it was eliminating the distinction be- 
tween conditioned sulfur (now classi- 
fied under agricultural sulfur) and sul- 
fur formulations for licensing purposes. 

Sulfur formulations are used primar- 
ily as insecticides, and agricultural sul- 
fur mainly as a soil conditioner, dust- 
ing insecticide, and in the production of 
sulfur formulations, 





The Schmoll Fils-Deevy Corporation 
of New York City and its vice president, 
James J. Grabell, have been denied all 
export license privileges for 4 months 
because of export-control violations in 
connection with the shipment of more 
than 2,500 hides to Japan, the Office of 
International Trade has announced. 


The denial order holds in abeyance 
an additional 4 months’ suspension if 
the firm and its officer commit no fur- 
ther export control violations during the 
entire 8-month period. 

A New York exporter (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Oct. 13, 1952), real- 
izing that his prospective share of the 
hide export quota would be too small to 
fill the orders he held from Japanese 
firms, arranged with Schmoll Fils-Deevy 
Corporation and a number of other U. S. 
hide and leather firms to evade the 
quota. This was done in some cases by 
applying for export licenses under the 
various firms’ names, and in other cases 
by using for his own purposes licenses 
already granted to the firms by OIT. 

Schmoll Fils-Deevy, a well-established 
firm dealing in hides for both domestic 
consumption and export, was granted 
three licenses in March and May 1951 
to export 1,000 hides under each license. 
It shipped 312 hides under one license. 

Two of the three licenses had been 
improperly acquired. In one case, 
Schmoll Fils-Deevy applied for authority 
to export 1,000 hides when it held an 
accepted order for only 312 hides. In 
the other, which the firm said was filed 
through a clerical error and was an 
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‘Hide Firm Denied Export Privileges 


exact duplicate of another license appli- 
cation, no firm order was held. Evidence 
of such an order is required by OIT reg- 
ulations. 

The New York exporter learned that 
Schmoll Fils-Deevy held the licenses, 
and the two parties entered into an ar- 
rangement whereby Schmoll Fils-Deevy 
agreed to sell 2,500 hides to the New 
York exporter and to make its licenses 
available for use by the New York ex- 
porter. 


Schmoll Fils-Deevy filed applications 
to amend its licenses, changing the name 
of the consignee to the New York ex- 
porter’s customer. Since Schmoll Fils- 
Deevy failed to indicate that the new 
consignee was not its own customer, this 
was a violation of export-control regula- 
tions. The Schmoll firm admitted the 
charges but said the action was taken 
to accommodate a customer (the New 
York exporter) without knowledge that 
it was a violation of regulations and 
that Schmoll had made no profit on the 
transactien. 

The suspension order will expire May 
27, 1953. 

In deciding on the length of the sus- 
pension, OIT took into consideration the 
firm’s excellent reputation in the trade 
and the willingness of its officers to 
cooperate with OIT. 

OIT noted, moreover, that since ex- 
porting is-an important part of the 
firm’s business, a suspension for even a 
short period would have a miore serious 
effect on this firm than on some of the 
other firms involved with the New York 





Aluminum, Other Metal 
Export Quotas Set 


First-quarter 1953. export quotas for 
aluminum scrap and corrugated sheets 
have been set at 100,000 pounds and 
4,000,000 pounds, respectively, the Of- 
fice of International Trade announced. 

OIT has also announced a 300,000- 
pound (gross) first-quarter quota for 
ferromanganese and a _ 120,000-pound 
(metal content) quota for electrolytic 
manganese metal. 

The quota for aluminum scrap is the 
same as that set for the fourth quarter 
of 1952. It was established to take care 
of the requirements of small traditional 
users in the Caribbean area. The 4,000,- 
000-pound corrugated sheet quota com- 
pares with 3,800,000 pounds established 
in the fourth quarter. Aluminum scrap 
is classified under Schedule B No. 
630050 and corrugated sheets under No. 
603301. 

As in previous quarters, the export 
quotas for a number of other aluminum 
items not under the Controlled Materials 
Plan are on an “open-end” basis, with 
no quantitative limitations on exports 
set but export licenses required to pro- 
tect the domestic supply and national 
security. 

These aluminum items are: Ores and 
concentrates, which will be licensed only 
for petroleum refining (Schedule B No. 
630010), venetian blinds (618992), alu- 
minum and aluminum-base alloy manu- 
factures (619950), pipe fittings (618959), 
unfilled shipping containers (619022), 
welding rods and electrodes (619039), 
insect screen cloth (619052) construc. 
tion materials (618984 and 618987), 
foil and leaf (619230), and aluminum- 
bronze and aluminum powders and 
pastes (619130). 

The 300,000-pound first-quarter quota 
for ferromanganese is the same as the 
four-quarter quota, Of this amount, not 
more than 25,000 pounds may be ferro- 
manganese of low-carbon content. The 
120,000-pound first-quarter quota for 
electrolytic manganese metal compares 
with 150,000 pounds in the fourth 
quarter. . 

Ferromanganese is classified under 
Schedule B No. 621303 and electrolytic 
manganese metal under No. 664541, 

Open-end quotas have been set for 
four other manganese items. These items 
are: Ores and concentrates containing 
10 percent or more manganese (Schedule 
No. 664540), other metal and alloys in 
crude and scrap form containing 10 per- 
cent or more manganese (664541), semi- 
fabricated forms (664543), and metal 
powder (619159). 





exporter in the series of violations. Sev- 
eral of those other firms do not normally 
engage in export. 
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Export Regulations Are Relaxed 
On Sécondary Tin-Mill Products 


Secondary tin-plate products have been removed from export- 
quota restrictions, the Office of International Trade, has announced. 

Under the new licensing policy for these products, no quantitative 
ceiling on exports has been set, but exports are controlled to protect 
the national security. A validated export license is still required. 


OIT has also announced that the time 
schedule for filing first-quarter applica- 
tions for secondary tin-plate products 


is being removed and that export license 
applications may now be filed at any 
time. In addition, evidence of availibility 
is no longer required. 

The tin-plate products affected are 
those known in the trade as mill accum- 
ulation tin plate, unassorted temper tin 
plate, unmended menders, waste-waste, 
strips, circles, cobbles, and misprints. 

Production tin plate, however, is still 
subject to export-quota restrictions. 


Items Removed From Positive List 


In another action, OIT announced 
that secondary black-plate products and 
long and short terne-plate secondary 
products have been removed from OIT’s 
Positive List and may now be exported 
under “General License GRO” to all 
areas except the Iron Curtain countries, 
Hong Kong, and Macao. Individual vali- 
dated export licenses are still required 
for export to the latter areas. 


The black-plate products included are 
known in the trade as tin-mill black- 
plate rejects, wasters, and waste-wast- 
ers; and the terne-plate products are 
known as long terne and roofing long 
terne waste-waste sheets, short terne 
plate waste-waste, and _ lithographic 
terne-plate misprints. 

The tin-mill black-plate and terne- 
plate products not deleted from the 
Positive List will continue to require a 
validated export license and will be sub- 
ject to a quantitative quota. 

These actions by OIT follow the re- 
moval of these secondary tin-mill prod- 
ucts from the list of controlled materials 





by the National Production Authority 
on December 24. Schedule I of NPA’s 
Controlled Materials Plan Regulation 1, 
table IIL of CMP Regulation 6 (Con- 
struction), and NPA Order M-1 (Steel) 
have been revised to conform with the 
action. 


OIT’s actions were taken in line with 
its policy of relaxing controls on com- 


modities as soon as improved supply 
makes this possible. 





Italy’s four major steamship lines, 
known as the Finmare group, plan to 
build 30 freighters if means for financ- 
ing such a project can be satisfactorily 
worked out. It is estimated that $100,- 
000,000 will be involved. 


Areas of Soviet Union 


And Poland Redefined 


Soviet Union and Polish areas, im- 
ports from which are denied the benefit 
of U. S. tariff concessions effected in 
trade agreement negotiations, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 5 
of the Trade Agreements Extension Act 
of 1951, have been defined more specifi- 
cally by the President of the United 
States. 

The revised definitions, effective Feb- 
ruary 19, 1953, are set forth in a letter 
from the President to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of January 17, 1953. The 
new letter supersedes the President’s 
letter of November 20, 1951. 

The areas are defined in the new letter 
as follows: 

“Poland, and areas under the provi- 
sional administration of Poland (the 
former Free City of Danzig, and areas 
in Germany including the area in East 
Prussia) ; 

“Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
and the area in East Prussia under the 
provisional administration of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics.” 
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